Jesus is Our Freedom
by Pastor Fee Soliven
John 8:28-32
Sunday Morning
April 18, 2021

John 8:28-32
28 Then Jesus said to them, "When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, and that I do nothing of Myself; but as My Father taught Me, I speak these things. 29 And He who sent Me is with Me. The Father has not left Me alone, for I always do those things that please Him." 

30 As He spoke these words, many believed in Him. 31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."

Saints, what do you think and feel when you hear the word freedom? 

We usually associate it with the right to live as we please and pursue our ambitions and dreams. However, Jesus spoke of a deeper aspect of freedom that pertains to the state of our souls. 

Saints, God wants to free us from every internal form of bondage that prevents us from becoming the person He created us to be. 

Genesis 1:27
"So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them"

Saints, this kind of freedom is not achieved by war and revolution but by the knowledge of truth. We just read that Jesus said:

John 8:31-32
31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."
 
Reasons Jesus Came for Us

1. Seek and Save The Lost

Luke 19:9-10
9 And Jesus said to him (Zacchaeus), "Today salvation has come to this house, because he also is a son of Abraham; 10 for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost." 

Saints, Jesus paid our sin dept in full on the cross so we could become God’s children. 

2. Experience the Abundant Life 

John 10:10
"The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly" 

Saints, salvation is just the beginning of our Christian life. When we discover and live in God’s will, we’ll enjoy the fullness and abundance He promised.



Psalm 16:11
You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

3.  Jesus Set the Captives Free 

Luke 4:18
"The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And recovery of sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed..."

Saints, whether we recognize it or not, we’ve all been held captive at one point or another. Jesus wants to reveal those hidden areas of bondage so we can deal with them and live in true freedom. 

Saints, let's look a little closer to:

Causes of Captivity

Errors

1 John 4:6
"We are of God. He who knows God hears us; he who is not of God does not hear us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error" 

Some people are in bondage to false beliefs. Those who think good works or performance earn God’s acceptance will never know what’s good enough and how much is sufficient. 

Others have confusing ideas about who’s going to heaven. Some say everyone is welcome because God is love. Others think only their specific group is worthy of heaven. 

Saints, all these ideas lock people in a spiritual jail because none of them are true.

Evil Habits

A prevailing attitude today is: 

“This is my life; I can do whatever I want.” 

However, Saints, toleration of sinful practices results in enslavement to them. 

Lying and Deception 

For some people dishonesty is a lifestyle, especially if they fear rejection or have grown up telling lies.

Proverbs 19:22-23
22 What is desired in a man is kindness, And a poor man is better than a liar. 23 The fear of the LORD leads to life, And he who has it will abide in satisfaction; He will not be visited with evil. 

Sexual Immorality 

Saints, many people hold the misconception that expressing their sexuality whenever and however they please is true freedom. But in reality, they are held captive by their lust.


1 Corinthians 6:18-20
18 Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 20 For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God's. 
 
Drunkenness

Saints, addiction to alcohol enslaves individuals and causes heartache, misery, and suffering for their families.

1 Peter 4:1-6   (New Living Translation)
1 So then, since Christ suffered physical pain, you must arm yourselves with the same attitude he had, and be ready to suffer, too. For if you have suffered physically for Christ, you have finished with sin. 2 You won’t spend the rest of your lives chasing your own desires, but you will be anxious to do the will of God. 

3 You have had enough in the past of the evil things that godless people enjoy—their immorality and lust, their feasting and drunkenness and wild parties, and their terrible worship of idols. 4 Of course, your former friends are surprised when you no longer plunge into the flood of wild and destructive things they do. So they slander you. 

5 But remember that they will have to face God, who will judge everyone, both the living and the dead. 6 That is why the Good News was preached to those who are now dead so although they were destined to die like all people, they now live forever with God in the Spirit.

Drugs & Smoking

Saints, when people take illegal drugs, they’re giving control over to a substance and a person’s unwillingness or inability to stop smoking is proof of captivity to it. 

Galatians 5:19-22
19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

Profanity

When someone cannot carry on a conversation without using some form of profanity, it has become an enslaving habit.

Colossians 3:4-8
4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 

7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them. 8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth... 

Emotions 

Saints, emotional bondage is sometimes very difficult to identify because it lies deep inside a person and often originates in childhood. One of the signs is an inability to overcome a particular sin despite repeated confession and repentance. The only way to become free is to discover the emotion which is fueling the sin. 

Fear
 
Saints, despite being gifted with abilities and talents, some people never move forward in life because they are captured by fear of failure or rejection. 

2 Timothy 1:7
"For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind"

False Guilt

Saints, once we trust Christ as our Savior, all our sins are forgiven. But if we repeatedly confess and repent of the same sin, 
we’re under a burden of false guilt. 

Psalm 103:8-12
8 The LORD is merciful and gracious, Slow to anger, and abounding in mercy. 9 He will not always strive with us, Nor will He keep His anger forever. 10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, Nor punished us according to our iniquities. 

11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, So great is His mercy toward those who fear Him; 12 As far as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us.

Jealousy

Saints, when jealousy holds us captive, we can’t even think straight.

Psalm 84:11
"For the LORD God is a sun and shield; The LORD will give grace and glory; No good thing will He withhold From those who walk uprightly"

Worry, Doubt and Anxiety

Saints, if we continuously live in anxiety concerning what could happen, we work ourselves into a cellblock of uneasiness, uncertainty, and fear.

Proverbs 3:5-6
5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths. 

Bitterness & Unforgiveness 

Saints, those who can’t get past mistreatment or adversity will find that bitterness becomes part of their lives, affecting what they think, feel, and do. God wants us to forgive those who offend us and move on with life, but unforgiveness ensnares us.

Ephesians 4:31-32
"31 Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice. 32 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you." 

Effects of Captivity

Saints, any area of captivity can carry additional consequences as it affects our personal testimony. Other people see if our behavior doesn’t match our profession of faith. 

Captivity will hinder our spiritual growth. As long as we allow areas of bondage in our lives, we’ll hinder what God wants to do in and through us. 

Saints, Jesus said: 

“The Truth Will Make You Free,”
 
Saints, we must recognize that freedom is based on a relationship with Christ. Furthermore, we have the indwelling Holy Spirit to guide and empower us to overcome any bondage.

We are now children of God and Joint Heirs with Christ—accepted, forgiven, and spiritually alive. In order to accomplish His plans for our lives, the Lord wants to reveal any hidden areas of bondage and help us deal with them. 

In Closing:

As children of God, we have His divine power, promises, and nature which provide everything we need to live a godly life.






2 Peter 1:3-4
3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

1. Is there anything in your life that is difficult to relinquish? 

2. Is there an area of bondage that is hindering your spiritual growth?

3. Are you repeatedly struggling with a particular problem or recurring sin? 

4. Would you be willing to ask the Lord to reveal and heal the area of emotional bondage that is causing your struggle?

5. What price are you paying by living in this type of personal captivity?

Saints, Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

Let’s Pray!
Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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