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Philippians 1:8-17
8 For God is my witness, how greatly I long for you all with the affection of Jesus Christ. 9 And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all discernment, 10 that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ, 

11 being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 12 But I want you to know, brethren, that the things which happened to me have actually turned out for the furtherance of the gospel, 13 so that it has become evident to the whole palace guard, and to all the rest, that my chains are in Christ; 

14 and most of the brethren in the Lord, having become confident by my chains, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. 15 Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and strife, and some also from good will: 16 The former preach Christ from selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my chains; 

17 but the latter out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel. 

8 For God is my witness, how greatly I long for you all with the affection of Jesus Christ. 

Saints, Paul, separated by his imprisonment from his dear friends in Philippi and uncertain of whether he would see them again during his life on earth, experienced intense longing for fellowship with them. 

He called God as his witness to the truth of his statement; Paul’s love for the Philippians was so strong that it was deeper than human emotion; it was the tender compassion of Christ Jesus himself.

Mark 12:30-31
30'And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.' This is the first commandment. 31 And the second, like it, is this: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no other commandment greater than these." 

9 And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all discernment, 

Saints, while Paul’s travels were hindered by his imprisonment, his prayers were not. Paul prayed that their love for God and for each other will overflow more and more. 

But Paul wasn’t talking about gushing sentimental or emotional affection. He was praying that their love would overflow, first in the knowledge of God and his ways, and then in their understanding. 




The church in Philippi was experiencing several problems in its fellowship, such as pride and fault finding (see 2:1-18 and 3:10–4:1). Before giving any admonition, Paul tactfully revealed that he was praying that the believers would have understanding in their words and actions

Philippians 3:10-11
10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, 11 if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead. 

10 that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ, 

Saints, the Philippians should have both knowledge and understanding so that, in their Christian lives and in their dealings with one another, they would understand what really matters. 

They should have the ability to differentiate between right and wrong, good and bad, healthy and dangerous, vital and trivial; but they should also have the discernment to decide between acceptable and right, good and best, and important and urgent.

Paul prayed that the Philippians would be pure. The word derives from the Greek words for “sunlight” and “judgment.” The Philippians’ transformation should be so thorough that the resulting purity could pass the toughest scrutiny—the light of God’s judgment (see 2 Corinthians 5:10).




2 Corinthians 5:10
“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad” 

Saints, Paul also prayed that they would be blameless. The Greek word also means “not causing others to stumble.” Believers ought to be blameless with God (keeping their relationship with him up-to-date and personal) and with people (that their behavior would not lead others into sin).

11 being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

Saints, finally, Paul prayed that the believers would be filled with the fruit of their salvation—that “fruit” being all of the character traits flowing from a right relationship with God. 

The phrase refers to the good things that are produced in a person’s life by Christ Jesus. There is no other way for believers to gain this fruit than through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Saints, only his life through us can help us live in ways that often go against our human nature. 

Galatians 5:22-23
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.

Saints, such filling and the results revealed as “fruit” in people’s lives always bring much glory and praise to God. Believers’ lives ought to glorify and praise God, for it is by his grace alone that sinful human beings can obtain righteousness. 

12 But I want you to know, brethren, that the things which happened to me have actually turned out for the furtherance of the gospel, 

Saints, the Philippians were certainly concerned for Paul’s well-being (expressed by their financial gift), but they were also concerned that Paul’s imprisonment had slowed down the spread of the gospel. 

By the time of this writing, Paul had been in prison about two years. Paul even may have questioned God’s reason for his lengthy imprisonment, for it effectively put him out of commission for further traveling and preaching. 

But Paul had come to understand, and he wanted the Philippians to know beyond any doubt, that everything that had happened had actually helped to spread the Good News. Although one of Christianity’s most tireless missionaries had been imprisoned, God’s work could not be slowed down.

13 so that it has become evident to the whole palace guard, and to all the rest, that my chains are in Christ; 

Saints, Paul’s long arrest had allowed him to share the gospel with the very soldiers who guarded him. 

As a result, all the soldiers in the palace guard (the elite troops housed in the emperor’s palace) and everyone else knew that Paul was in chains only because of his belief in Christ and teaching of the Good News, not for being a criminal. 

Paul’s example, fervent love for Christ, and manner of life, even in prison, had allowed others to see the gospel in a whole new light. The custom of the time was for a prisoner to be guarded by a soldier who would be replaced every four hours. 

These soldiers certainly heard Paul’s words to those who visited, as well as his message spoken to them personally. Paul was confident that the message of the gospel was infiltrating the Roman army and the palace itself.

14 and most of the brethren in the Lord, having become confident by my chains, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. 

Saints, not only was the gospel being spread by Paul through his contacts in prison, but his efforts were being multiplied outside the prison. 

Paul’s faith, confidence, and patience in spite of his imprisonment helped his fellow believers gain confidence. Whatever the reason for their lack of confidence before—whether they had been afraid to speak up, whether they left all the mission work to Paul because they lacked his boldness, or whether they wondered if faith in God was worth the price.


Saints, they saw Paul’s faith and it strengthened their own. They became more bold in telling others about Christ. With more and more believers gaining boldness in telling the gospel of Jesus Christ, more and more people heard the message and had the opportunity to accept it. 

This gave Paul great joy. He passed this good news on to his friends in Philippi, that they might know how God was working through his difficult situation.

15 Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and strife, and some also from good will: 

Saints, Paul had been made aware that some of the brothers and sisters who had been newly emboldened to speak about Christ were doing so out of jealousy and rivalry. But others were preaching Christ with pure motives. They wanted to help others to faith and they wanted to glorify God.

This comment by Paul provides an interesting look into people’s motives. All of those who preached Christ were sincere believers—they had the right doctrine and they acted upon it by sharing it with others. 

While the end result might be the same (people hearing the Good News), some actually had wrong motives in their preaching. Now that the great missionary Paul had been virtually silenced in prison, some of these brothers were hoping to make a name for themselves in the vacuum that Paul left. 


Perhaps they hoped for great notoriety, trying to turn people’s eyes away from Paul and toward themselves. These people had no personal love for Paul. They even hoped that their planting churches and gaining converts would upset Paul and make his imprisonment even more frustrating.

16 The former preach Christ from selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my chains; 

Saints, those who preached Christ “with pure motives” did so because of their love for Paul. They knew Paul was in prison, not because of any criminal act, but because the Lord brought him there to defend the Good News. 

Paul had landed in prison because of his devotion to Christ and his zeal to spread the gospel. Yet his fellow believers in Rome, some of whom may have been his spiritual children, fearlessly picked up where he left off, continuing and expanding his ministry.

17 but the latter out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel. 

Saints, those who were preaching Christ “out of jealousy and rivalry” (1:15) were doing so because of their own selfish ambition, making their motives less than pure. 

These preachers were not so much interested in their message as they were in their reputation and monetary gain. Apparently their doctrine was sound—these were not false teachers—Paul never tolerated any kind of false teaching.

In Closing:
2 Corinthians 11:4
“For if he who comes preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or if you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted--you may well put up with it!”

Galatians 1:6-9
6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 

8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.

Saints, the error was in motive, not in content. These self-seeking opportunists hoped that Paul would be angered at the notoriety of new and powerful preachers who took his place while he was in prison. These men did not understand Paul’s sincere love for God and his single-minded focus on spreading the gospel.

Saints, Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 
15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  
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Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

Let’s Pray!


Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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