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25 And being confident of this, I know that I shall remain and continue with you all for your progress and joy of faith, 26 that your rejoicing for me may be more abundant in Jesus Christ by my coming to you again. 

27 Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of your affairs, that you stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel, 

28 and not in any way terrified by your adversaries, which is to them a proof of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that from God. 29 For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake, 30 having the same conflict which you saw in me and now hear is in me. 

25 And being confident of this, I know that I shall remain and continue with you all for your progress and joy of faith, 

Saints, this verse seems to reveal a new confidence. At times, Paul felt that death was certain. At times, he was convinced that God still had work for him to do. 

In this verse, Paul expressed confidence that this imprisonment, at least, would not end in his death. 
Paul would remain alive, return to Philippi (Philemon 22), and work among them so they would grow and experience the joy of their faith. 

Philemon 22
“But, meanwhile, also prepare a guest room for me, for I trust that through your prayers I shall be granted to you” 

Saints, perhaps Paul wrote these words thinking that if he was released, their joy would know no bounds and their faith would certainly be strengthened.

Philippians 2:24
“And I trust in the Lord that I myself will come soon”

26 that your rejoicing for me may be more abundant in Jesus Christ by my coming to you again. 

Paul’s return would reassure the Philippians as they saw God answering their prayers for Paul’s safety. They could have even more reason to boast about what Christ had done for Paul. 

2 Corinthians 5:12
We are not commending ourselves to you again. Instead, we are giving you an occasion to be proud of us, so that you can answer those who take pride in appearances rather than in the heart.

2 Corinthians 7:4
Great is my confidence in you; great is my pride in you; I am filled with encouragement; in all our troubles my joy overflows.


2 Corinthians 7:14
Indeed, I was not embarrassed by anything I had boasted to him about you. But just as everything we said to you was true, so our boasting to Titus has proved to be true as well.

Paul’s safe return would cause the congregation that loved him so much to boast in Christ Jesus because of answered prayer.

27 Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of your affairs, that you stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel, 28 and not in any way terrified by your adversaries, which is to them a proof of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that from God. 

Saints, while Paul felt confident that God still had work for him on earth, he did not know for sure the outcome of his trial. So he urged the Philippians that whether he would return to them or whether he would be martyred, they would live in a manner worthy of the Good News. Paul called them citizens of heaven, and said they should live that way. 

1 Corinthians 1:10
I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree together, so that there may be no divisions among you and that you may be united in mind and conviction.

1 Corinthians 16:13
Be on the alert. Stand firm in the faith. Be men of courage. Be strong.

Ephesians 4:1
As a prisoner in the Lord, then, I urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling you have received:

Saints, Philippi was a Roman colony, and its citizens were proud of all the privileges gained by their Roman citizenship. 

Acts 16:20-21
20 And they brought them to the magistrates, and said, "These men, being Jews, exceedingly trouble our city; 21 and they teach customs which are not lawful for us, being Romans, to receive or observe." 

Saints, while the Philippians enjoyed the privileges and fulfilled the responsibilities of their Roman citizenship, Paul asked the Philippian Christians to remember that they were also citizens of another Kingdom and that they ought to live as citizens of heaven, with all the responsibilities their status entailed.

Philippians 3:20-21
20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself. 

Saints, being a believer is indeed a high calling. To live worthy of the Good News does not mean that one must live perfectly before being accepted into God’s family—for such a life is impossible outside of the Holy Spirit’s help. Instead, believers ought to live differently because of the grace they have received. 

When we believe, we become God’s children, heirs of his promises, and members of Christ’s body. And this privilege was bought at a price—the precious blood of Jesus Christ. Believers ought to reflect humility, gentleness, patience, understanding, peacefulness, strength, endurance, and gratitude to God in every aspect of their lives on earth.

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 
19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? 20 You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.

Saints, news got around. Whether by letter or personal contact through key people (such as Timothy, Silas, Epaphroditus, and Luke), Paul knew what was happening in the churches. 

Thus, even though Paul hoped to return to the Philippian church, if he didn’t, he would inevitably hear about the believers there, and he wanted to hear that they were standing side by side. The Holy Spirit unites Christians into one spiritual group. 

If they can stand side by side in the Spirit, they can overcome small differences among individual members and work forcefully toward a common goal—to withstand external persecution.

Paul also wanted to hear that the believers were fighting together for the Good News. Like athletes on a team, they were to work together with one mind focused on one goal—to help advance the faith that comes through the preaching of the gospel. 



Ephesians 4:11-13
11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 

Saints, in order to face opposition, they needed to be unhindered by internal dissension, jealousies, and rivalries. Finally, he told them not to be intimidated by their enemies. Paul had faced severe opposition in many cities, including Philippi. 

If he was persecuted for his faith, the Christians ought to expect similar treatment. Christianity’s enemies included the Roman Empire, the pagan Philippian populace (whom Paul had encountered, Acts 16:16-24), and false teachers who had infiltrated many Christian circles and whom Paul blasted in many of his letters. 

Acts 16:16-24
16 Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination met us, who brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling. 

17 This girl followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying, "These men are the servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us the way of salvation." 18 And this she did for many days. But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, "I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her." And he came out that very hour. 

19 But when her masters saw that their hope of profit was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to the authorities. 20 And they brought them to the magistrates, and said, "These men, being Jews, exceedingly trouble our city; 21 and they teach customs which are not lawful for us, being Romans, to receive or observe." 

22 Then the multitude rose up together against them; and the magistrates tore off their clothes and commanded them to be beaten with rods. 

23 And when they had laid many stripes on them, they threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to keep them securely. 24 Having received such a charge, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. 

Saints, the church would need to be strong within the fellowship in order to live out these three attributes. How sad that much time and effort are lost in some churches by people’s fighting against one another instead of uniting against the real opposition! It takes a courageous church to resist infighting and to maintain the common purpose of serving Christ.

The opposition the believers faced at that time and would face in the future gave them proof of two things: 

1. The Destruction of their Opponents 

And

2. The Salvation of the Believers

1 Thessalonians 1:5-10
5 For our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit and in much assurance, as you know what kind of men we were among you for your sake. 6 And you became followers of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became examples to all in Macedonia and Achaia who believe. 

8 For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so that we do not need to say anything. 9 For they themselves declare concerning us what manner of entry we had to you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come. 

Saints, doom would be sealed for those who persecuted the believers; salvation is assured for God’s people. Like Paul, whether the believers witnessed through their lives or through their deaths, they would ultimately be saved because of God’s control of the entire situation. Again Paul focused on the assurance of eternal salvation for those who believe.

29 For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake, 

The believers had received a high calling. By God’s grace alone and by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, they had been given the

30 having the same conflict which you saw in me and now hear is in me. 

Paul and the Philippians faced the same great struggle—suffering for spreading the gospel. The Philippian believers had encouraged Paul through his suffering; Paul wanted to encourage them in the same manner. 

Paul had faced that struggle in Philippi on his first visit there, and he still faced it in his imprisonment. 

1 Thessalonians 2:2
“But even after we had suffered before and were spitefully treated at Philippi, as you know, we were bold in our God to speak to you the gospel of God in much conflict”

Saints, like the Philippians, we are in conflict with anyone who would discredit the saving message of Christ. All true believers are in this fight together, uniting against the same enemy for a common cause.

Saints, Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 




15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  
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Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

Let’s Pray!


Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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