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Philippians 3:1-11
1 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. For me to write the same things to you is not tedious, but for you it is safe. 2 Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the mutilation! 3 For we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh, 

4 though I also might have confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so: 5 circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee; 6 concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 

7 But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 

9 and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; 

1 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. For me to write the same things to you is not tedious, but for you it is safe.

Saints, the tone of Paul’s letter to the Philippians is joyous—and as he prepared his final words to them, he exhorted them to let the Lord give them joy. He would say this again at the real end of his letter. 

In this short epistle, a form of the word joy occurs twelve times. 

What is true joy? 

Often happiness is mistaken for joy, but the two are very different. Inward joy comes from knowing and trusting God; happiness comes as a result of pleasant circumstances. Inward joy is lasting; we can feel joy in spite of our deepest troubles; happiness is temporary because it is based on external circumstances.

1 Peter 1:7-9
7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 8 whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9 receiving the end of your faith--the salvation of your souls. 

Saints, Paul was able to rejoice in spite of his suffering because he knew and trusted God. He did not let his circumstances discourage him. To remain joyful, we should remind ourselves daily of God’s love for us and our ultimate life with him in heaven. 
The joy of knowing Christ kept Paul levelheaded, no matter how high or low his circumstances. Paul never got tired of telling the believers this, because it was for their own good. An attitude of joy would help the believers safeguard against the practices Paul so vehemently warned against: dissension, grumbling, and attitudes of superiority. 

Saints, if we lose the joy of the Lord, we are susceptible to these attitudes. Joy acts as a barrier against them. It guarantees the safety of our Christian hope. 

2 Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the mutilation! 

Saints, Paul warned the believers to watch out for a particular group of people he described using three different derogatory terms. 

1. Dogs were regarded by Jews as despised and unclean creatures; it was common for orthodox Jews to refer to Gentiles as “dogs”; however, here Paul switched the designation to refer not to Gentiles but to an extreme faction of Jews. 

2.  He also called them wicked men or evil workers. The Jews regarded themselves as holy, not evil, because they kept the law. But their reliance on the law lessened their reliance on God. 

3. Finally is this passage, he called them mutilators. Some Jewish Christians wrongly believed that it was essential for Gentiles to follow all the Old Testament Jewish laws, saying that the Gentile believers had to be circumcised to be saved. Those who taught this wrong doctrine were called Judaizers; they were a severe problem for Paul. 
Saints, the Judaizers’ main argument was that Gentiles had to first become Jews before they could become Christians. Circumcision was an important covenant for the Jews—God had established it with Abraham (Genesis 17:9-14). 

Genesis 17:9-11
9 And God said to Abraham: "As for you, you shall keep My covenant, you and your descendants after you throughout their generations. 10 This is My covenant which you shall keep, between Me and you and your descendants after you: Every male child among you shall be circumcised; 11 and you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between Me and you. 

Saints, while there was nothing wrong with circumcision itself, Paul maintained that it was wrong to teach circumcision as a requirement for salvation. Paul criticized the Judaizers because they looked at Christianity backwards—thinking that what they did (especially circumcision) made them believers rather than the free gift of grace given by Christ. 

3 For we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh, 

Saints, Once again circumcision had been a requirement under the old covenant God had made with Abraham—a physical sign to God’s people of their relationship with him. 

It also had spiritual application, for the physical mark was to be a sign of a spiritual relationship with God. 

Deuteronomy 30:6
“And the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, to love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live”

Saints, at one time the physical sign of circumcision had set God’s people, the Jews, apart from the Gentiles. After Jesus Christ, all people could become part of God’s family by believing in Jesus as Savior. True believers are the only ones who are truly circumcised. They have three common characteristics that prove their standing before God:

1. For we are the circumcision

Deuteronomy 30:6
“And the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, to love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live”

Romans 2:28-29
28 For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh; 29 but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is not from men but from God. 

2. Believers worship God in the Spirit. 

Believers worship by means of God’s Spirit and in God’s Spirit. Receiving the Holy Spirit so is vital to all aspects of our Christian life. Whatever outward forms may or may not be used, worship and prayer is always inspired by the Holy Spirit.

3. Put no confidence in Human Effort. 

Saints, the Judaizers depended on their obedience to the Jewish law, and especially the covenant of circumcision, to make them acceptable to God. By contrast, true believers did not place their confidence in anything they did or didn’t do, but in what God through Jesus Christ had done for them.

4 though I also might have confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so: 

Saints, the Judaizers believed that their accomplishments would earn their salvation, thus giving them reason for having confidence in their own efforts. 

Ephesians 2:7-10
7 that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 

Saints, Paul challenged any false teachers to a credentials “showdown.” If anyone could have confidence in worldly achievements, Paul could; in fact, he probably had even more than any of those Judaizers who so adamantly opposed Paul’s teaching of salvation by faith alone.

5 circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee; 

Saints, The Judaizers focused on circumcision as the way to be right with God. The first item on Paul’s list of credentials upon which he at one time had place confidence was the fact that he, too, had ben circumcised when he was eight days old. 

If anyone would have known about the true value of circumcision, Paul would. But Paul knew that his being circumcised could not give him salvation. 

Next Paul’s list included his membership among God’s elect race, the chosen people. Paul’s parents were both true Jews, and Paul could trace his heritage back to Abraham. 

Romans 11:1
“I say then, has God cast away His people? Certainly not! For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin”

2 Corinthians 11:22
Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they the seed of Abraham? So am I.

Saints, the Apostle Paul was pure-blooded. As part of the people of Israel, Paul described his membership in one of Israel’s twelve tribes—Benjamin—a heritage greatly esteemed among the Jews. 



Though the tribe of Benjamin was one of the smaller tribes, it had a special place of honor throughout its history. The patriarch of the tribe, Benjamin, was the only one of Joseph’s brothers born in the Promised Land. 

Along with the largest tribe, Judah, the tribe of Benjamin remained loyal to David’s line when the monarchy split. Paul was an Israelite by birth, a genuine Jew through and through—a real Jew if there ever was one!

6 concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 

Saints, how much more zealous could anyone be than to outright persecute the church? No Judaizer could boast of traveling hundreds of miles in order to find Christians, bring them back in chains to Jerusalem, and cast a vote for their deaths (Acts 9:1-2; 22:3-5; 26:9-11). 

Acts 9:1-2
1 Then Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked letters from him to the synagogues of Damascus, so that if he found any who were of the Way, whether men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.

Acts 22:3-5
3 "I am indeed a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, taught according to the strictness of our fathers' law, and was zealous toward God as you all are today. 4 I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and delivering into prisons both men and women, 

5 as also the high priest bears me witness, and all the council of the elders, from whom I also received letters to the brethren, and went to Damascus to bring in chains even those who were there to Jerusalem to be punished. 

Acts 26:9-11
9 Indeed, I myself thought I must do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 10 This I also did in Jerusalem, and many of the saints I shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I cast my vote against them. 

11 And I punished them often in every synagogue and compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly enraged against them, I persecuted them even to foreign cities. 

7 But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; 

Saints, Paul had once thought those great qualifications listed above were so very important for his salvation; now, however, he considered them worthless. All the qualifications no longer mattered because of what Christ has done. 

Paul had learned that nothing he could do would earn him salvation—all his hard work and meticulous law-keeping and zeal for the Jewish faith had gained him nothing. Doubtless Paul’s meeting with Christ on the road to Damascus had sealed this change in Paul. 

When Paul understood the priceless gain of knowing Christ Jesus, his accomplishments became nothing more than garbage by comparison. The Greek word for “knowing” here speaks of a personal, experiential, and progressive knowledge. 

The Judaizers might have their rituals and rules, but Paul (and all true believers) had a wonderful personal relationship and fellowship with Christ Jesus himself (Colossians 2:2-3). Such a relationship far surpasses the value of anything else.

Colossians 2:2-3
2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 


Saints, when Christ returned or when Paul died, Paul wanted to become one with Christ, that is, living in union with Christ. But his own goodness or ability to obey God’s law would not be enough to save him. 

Not even Paul, with all his credentials and accomplishments, could have been good enough. The only way for people to be made right with God is through faith. 
Saints, believers are made righteous by their faith in Christ’s sacrifice on the cross on their behalf. Being made right with God is his gift to us; it cannot be earned. God secured the gift and then offered it to us. 

Ephesians 2:7-10
7 that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 

Saints, because of Jesus’ death on the cross, God can exchange our sin and shortcomings for his complete righteousness. Believers are offered a gift; all we have to do is accept it. We are considered righteous at the moment we believe, and we gradually work out the fruit of our righteous life on a day-to-day basis as we live in Christ and he lives through us.

Saints, Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 



15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  
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Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

Let’s Pray!
Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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