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John 19:16-24
6 Then he delivered Him to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus and led Him away. 17 And He, bearing His cross, went out to a place called the Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha, 18 where they crucified Him, and two others with Him, one on either side, and Jesus in the center. 19 Now Pilate wrote a title and put it on the cross. And the writing was: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

20 Then many of the Jews read this title, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin. 21 Therefore the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, "Do not write, 'The King of the Jews,' but, 'He said, "I am the King of the Jews." ' "22 Pilate answered, "What I have written, I have written." 

23 Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His garments and made four parts, to each soldier a part, and also the tunic. Now the tunic was without seam, woven from the top in one piece. 24 They said therefore among themselves, "Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be," that the Scripture might be fulfilled which says: "They divided My garments among them, And for My clothing they cast lots." Therefore the soldiers did these things. 

Saints, one of the most powerful abilities God has given mankind is the ability to remember. Memory was the driving force behind the apostles' early success. They remembered bits and pieces of incidents that occurred during the Lord's earthly ministry, and these became the sources for their own ministries. 

In the apostle Peter's sermon in the second chapter of Acts, much of what he said was memories of what had transpired during the three and one half years of his association with Jesus. The memory that most often seeped into the sermons of the early church was that of the Cross.

Acts 10:39
“And we are witnesses of all things which He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem, whom they killed by hanging on a tree” 

Saints, the crucifixion of Jesus Christ stands alone as the most unique happening in all of the history of the human race. The reason that it is so unique is that not only did they who were alive at the time of the crucifixion behold the cross, but those who have experienced full salvation through the ages have beheld the cross, in a spiritual sense. 

The cross, the supreme memory of the early church, becomes our supreme memory also! It is our best memory and our worst! It is our shouting point and our weeping point. To refresh our memories we must often review the details of what actually took place on that fateful Judean hill.

Saints, let us never forget Jesus’ last 7 Utterances while he hung on the cross 3 days before His resurrection!
Words from the Cross

Saints, while Jesus hung upon the cross, He spoke seven times. A study of these utterances provides a deep insight into the true meaning of the Crucifixion.

The First Utterance:

Saints, it stirs the heart when one considers that the very first words spoken from the cross are the ones which affect us most personally.

Luke 23:34
Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do." And they divided His garments and cast lots. 

Saints, these agonizing words were not merely the pitiful wailings of pain. While every tissue of His body demanded that He think of Himself, He thought of others. A mental picture is brought into focus in our minds of the powers of heaven, poised to strike a devastating blow upon the earth as Jesus spoke those words.

Saints, it is forgiveness that heals the ignorance and the insanity of sin. Here was love at its most sublime level. He was giving His life for His friends. Yes, but even greater than that, He was giving His life for His enemies.

His prayer was for more than those who had hewn the cross and formed the nails. He prayed for Pilate, Annas, Caiaphas, the howling mob, and the deserting disciples. He prayed for the whole world, for those who performed the awful deed and for those who watched Him there. 
Forgiveness in the mind of God is neither limited nor segregated. At the cross you meet directly the love of God. All men are equal at the foot of the cross.

The Second Utterance:

The next words of Jesus were also spoken with others in mind. The second utterance were the words of hope.

Luke 23:43
And Jesus said to him, "Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise." 

Saints, here is Christ the Redeemer at work. This is not paradise merited, but paradise granted. By no stretch of the imagination can we assume that the thief deserved salvation. His just reward was the confines of outer darkness. But there was a gleam of hope.
	
Saints, we do know there was a place available to the penitent thief. We also know that there is a place of delightful destiny for the followers of Jesus Christ today.

Saints, the thief's cry fell upon listening ears. Even in the midst of excruciating pain Jesus did not forget penitent sinners. Here is hope for the hopeless, help for the helpless, and life beyond the grave.
	
Saints, the redemption of the thief on the cross was not just an illustration of "deathbed repentance"; rather it was a demonstration that paradise is not far away.

The Third Utterance:
Saints, again Jesus spoke, and again it was for the benefit of others.

John 19:26-27
26 When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing by, He said to His mother, "Woman, behold your son!" 27 Then He said to the disciple, "Behold your mother!" And from that hour that disciple took her to his own home. 

Saints, here are words of provision. Jesus was in extreme pain but He was also aware of His surroundings. He saw the little group huddled beneath the cross. He looked into eyes filled with frustration and despair.

Saints, the troubled face of John and the broken-hearted tears of Mary made a strong impact upon His mind, and He knew that strength must be given to their hopelessness. In essence, Jesus was saying to Mary, "Lean on John." 

To the disciple Jesus was saying, "John, accept this responsibility." Separation from Jesus was necessary, but life for them had to continue. In the trying days and tension-filled times ahead, Mary was to find human solace in John and her spiritual solace in Christ.

The Fourth Utterance:

Saints, the terrible torment took its toll, and Jesus spoke words that revealed the deep anguish that He was suffering. These were the words of loneliness.



Mark 15:34
And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?" which is translated, "My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?" 

Saints, this utterance was the cry of His humanity who felt forsaken as He was dying on the cross for our sins. Of course, God had not forsaken His Son, but to complete His sufferings for us He felt the anguish of every human who has felt forsaken.

The Fifth Utterance:

Saints, our understanding of Christ's agony is intensified by this next expression. These were the words of suffering.

John 19:28
After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, said, "I thirst!"

Saints, this was the only time in the seven utterances that Christ referred to His physical pain. The previous statement spoke of loneliness but this one concerned His intense physical distress. With His body dehydrated, His lips parched, and His mouth dry, He groaned, "I thirst."

Saints, Jesus who had offered living water then, now desired physical water to quench His burning thirst. Thirst plumbs the depths of human suffering, for it often comes at the apex of great pain and physical distress. He bore it all that we might drink of the water of life freely.

The Sixth Utterance:
Saints, at last came the words that those who looked on doubtless misunderstood just as many have in the centuries since that dark day. These are not words of defeat; they are words of triumph!

John 19:30
So, when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, "It is finished!"

Saints, the Cross has been called God's "plus sign." 
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It is that mathematical symbol, the plus sign, that brings victory out of seeming defeat, and hope out of despair. The Cross is that part of the gracious plan of salvation which is firmly planted on earth, points toward heaven, and extends its arms to the world. 

"Whosoever will, let him come," 

is its motto. This utterance was not mere words that meant the end was near; they were the words of a master workman who had labored faithfully and at great cost. With these words Jesus opened a door which had never been opened before. 

It was Salvation through the Cross of Christ!

The Seventh Utterance:

Saints, at last came the word of finality!




Luke 23:46
And when Jesus had cried out with a loud voice, He said, "Father, 'into Your hands I commit My spirit.' " Having said this, He breathed His last. 

Saints, the man Christ Jesus, the Lamb without blemish, died for the sins of the world. This man, however, could not die with the eternal Spirit still resident within Him, as it had been throughout His lifetime on earth. 

Jesus Himself declared that the works which He did were done solely through the Father which dwelt within Him. This eternal Father, the Spirit, had to leave the body of Jesus, the Son of God, so He could die for the sins of the world.

Fulfillment of Prophecy

Hebrews 10:4-18
4 For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins. 5 Therefore, when He came into the world, He said: "Sacrifice and offering You did not desire, But a body You have prepared for Me. 6 In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You had no pleasure. 7 Then I said, 'Behold, I have come--In the volume of the book it is written of Me--To do Your will, O God.' "  

8 Previously saying, "Sacrifice and offering, burnt offerings, and offerings for sin You did not desire, nor had pleasure in them" (which are offered according to the law), 9 then He said, "Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God." He takes away the first that He may establish the second. 10 By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

11 And every priest stands ministering daily and offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God, 13 from that time waiting till His enemies are made His footstool. 14 For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified. 

15 But the Holy Spirit also witnesses to us; for after He had said before, 16 "This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the LORD: I will put My laws into their hearts, and in their minds I will write them," 17 then He adds, "Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more."  18 Now where there is remission of these, there is no longer an offering for sin.

In Closing: 

Christ the Propitiation for Sin

Romans 3:21-26
21 But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22 even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference; 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 

25 whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed, 26 to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
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Saints, Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 


53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  
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Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

Let’s Pray!
Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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