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Galatians 2:1-10
1 Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and also took Titus with me. 2 And I went up by revelation, and communicated to them that gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to those who were of reputation, lest by any means I might run, or had run, in vain. 

3 Yet not even Titus who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised. 4 And this occurred because of false brethren secretly brought in (who came in by stealth to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage), 5 to whom we did not yield submission even for an hour, that the truth of the gospel might continue with you. 

6 But from those who seemed to be something--whatever they were, it makes no difference to me; God shows personal favoritism to no man--for those who seemed to be something added nothing to me.

1 Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and also took Titus with me.

Saints, Paul explained that he went to the regions of Syria and Cilicia; afterward he went back to Jerusalem. 

The book of Acts records five visits to Jerusalem by Paul: 1.  the visit to get acquainted with Peter was around AD 35

Acts 9:26-30
26 And when Saul had come to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples; but they were all afraid of him, and did not believe that he was a disciple. 

27 But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles. And he declared to them how he had seen the Lord on the road, and that He had spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus. 28 So he was with them at Jerusalem, coming in and going out. 

29 And he spoke boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus and disputed against the Hellenists, but they attempted to kill him. 30 When the brethren found out, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him out to Tarsus. 
2.  the visit to deliver a gift to the Jerusalem church for famine relief was around A.D. 44

Acts 11:27-30
27 And in these days prophets came from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 Then one of them, named Agabus, stood up and showed by the Spirit that there was going to be a great famine throughout all the world, which also happened in the days of Claudius Caesar. 

29 Then the disciples, each according to his ability, determined to send relief to the brethren dwelling in Judea. 30 This they also did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul. 

3. the visit to attend the Jerusalem council was around A.D. 49 
Acts 15:1-3
1 And certain men came down from Judea and taught the brethren, "Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved." 2 Therefore, when Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and dispute with them, they determined that Paul and Barnabas and certain others of them should go up to Jerusalem, to the apostles and elders, about this question. 

4. the visit at the end of the second missionary journey was around A.D. 52

Acts 18:22
“And when he had landed at Caesarea, and gone up and greeted the church, he went down to Antioch” 

5. the visit that resulted in his being imprisoned and sent to Rome was around A.D. 57

Acts 21:15-23
15 And after those days we packed and went up to Jerusalem. 16 Also some of the disciples from Caesarea went with us and brought with them a certain Mnason of Cyprus, an early disciple, with whom we were to lodge. 17 And when we had come to Jerusalem, the brethren received us gladly. 

18 On the following day Paul went in with us to James, and all the elders were present. 19 When he had greeted them, he told in detail those things which God had done among the Gentiles through his ministry. 20 And when they heard it, they glorified the Lord. And they said to him, "You see, brother, how many myriads of Jews there are who have believed, and they are all zealous for the law; 
21 but they have been informed about you that you teach all the Jews who are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, saying that they ought not to circumcise their children nor to walk according to the customs. 22 What then? The assembly must certainly meet, for they will hear that you have come. 23 Therefore do what we tell you: We have four men who have taken a vow. 

Saints, the visit to Jerusalem mentioned here is most likely the second visit, when he delivered the famine relief gift to the Jerusalem church. It would not be the third visit, because Paul spends time in this letter dealing with questions that the Jerusalem council ultimately settled, so the council could not yet have taken place.

The fourteen years are probably dated, not from the last mention in his itinerary (that is, from his time in Syria and Cilicia), but rather from his conversion. 
The first and fourteenth years were partial years. Like history itself, Paul tended to divide and orient his life around the time “before Christ” and “after Christ.” 

2 And I went up by revelation, and communicated to them that gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to those who were of reputation, lest by any means I might run, or had run, in vain. 

Saints, God told Paul, through a revelation, to confer with the church leaders in Jerusalem so they would understand the message he had been preaching to the Gentiles. 


Paul’s point here was that his visit to Jerusalem was not because the apostles had summoned him or because he had felt a need to talk to the apostles about his ministry among the Gentiles.

This revelation may have been to Paul personally, or it may have come through someone else. It is probable that Paul was referring to the prophecy made by Agabus, who had predicted that a severe famine was coming, for we are told that this prophecy led to Paul and Barnabas being sent to Jerusalem and Paul using that God-given opportunity to then talk to the church leaders.

Acts 11:28
“Then one of them, named Agabus, stood up and showed by the Spirit that there was going to be a great famine throughout all the world, which also happened in the days of Claudius Caesar” 

Remember that one reason Paul wrote this letter was to combat the false teaching of the Judaizers who were trying to undermine Paul’s authority as an apostle. 

Paul did not go to Jerusalem at the call of the apostles, and he did not go to get approval for the gospel he preached. Instead, Paul went to set his message before them to make sure they did not disagree (which was really the only response they could have). 

Paul didn’t need approval because the gospel had been revealed to him by God himself. The essence of the gospel Paul preached to both Jews and Gentiles was that God’s salvation is offered to all people regardless of race, sex, nationality, wealth, social standing, educational level, or anything else. All types of people can be forgiven by trusting in Christ.

Romans 10:8-13
8 But what does it say? "The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart" (that is, the word of faith which we preach): 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 

11 For the Scripture says, "Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame."  12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him. 13 For "whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved."  

Saints, the language Paul used here may seem harsh or even boastful, but it preserves an important distinction. Paul believed and taught the principle of mutual submission among believers.

Ephesians 5:21
“submitting to one another in the fear of God” 
Saints, Paul voluntarily came before the leaders in Jerusalem and calmly presented to them the message he was preaching. He was maintaining accountability and solidarity with other Christian leaders, without for a moment assuming that what Christ had given him was open to their approval. 

3 Yet not even Titus who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised. 

Saints, Paul’s message preached among the Gentiles was tested in the treatment of the young Greek convert whom Paul brought along to Jerusalem—Titus. 
Paul’s message to the Gentiles was that God accepted anyone who believes, regardless of race or religious background. 

Titus’s presence gave the entire church an opportunity to practice what they intended to preach. The gospel clearly applied to Titus without requiring his circumcision. The development was a major loss for the Judaizers (the “false Christians,” 2:4), for it showed that the Jerusalem church had accepted Paul’s policy.

Circumcision was a big issue for the Jews because the custom dated back to the days of Abraham and their birth as a nation. More than any other practice, circumcision separated God’s people from their pagan neighbors. In Abraham’s day, this was essential for developing the pure worship of the one true God. 

Whether the Judaizers were intentionally trying to undermine Christianity with this requirement, or whether they sincerely believed that as an outgrowth of Judaism, Christianity should fulfill Jewish requirements, they were wrong.

The apostles did not demand that Titus be circumcised, though he was a Gentile. They agreed with Paul that circumcision was an unnecessary rite for Gentile converts. Several years later, Paul did circumcise Timothy, another Greek Christian (Acts 16:3). 

Acts 16:3
“Paul wanted to have him go on with him. And he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews who were in that region, for they all knew that his father was Greek” 


Saints, unlike Titus, however, Timothy was half Jewish. Paul did not deny Jews the right to be circumcised; he was simply saying that Gentiles should not be asked to become Jews before becoming Christians.

4 And this occurred because of false brethren secretly brought in (who came in by stealth to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage), 

Saints, Here Paul called the Judaizers so-called Christians . . . false ones. They were most likely from the party of the Pharisees, the strictest religious leaders of Judaism. Some of these Judaizers came to spy on the believers. 

Acts 15:5
“But some of the sect of the Pharisees who believed rose up, saying, "It is necessary to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses." 

These people somehow were planted into the Christians’ ranks. If they got into the private meeting Paul had with the church leaders, someone of power may have been behind the controversy. The Pharisees would have been most interested in observing what was going on in the Christian camp, especially regarding freedom from Jewish regulations. 

Indeed, their very existence involved detailed obedience to Jewish law and traditions—and making sure everyone else did the same. 


The philosophy of the Judaizers was something like, “If you can’t beat them or join them, then try to change them by absorbing them.” The status quo of Judaism, which Jesus repeatedly confronted during his ministry, did not give up easily. 

Those still committed to that system wanted to force the believers to follow all the Jewish regulations, to make them slaves under the religious legal system. Circumcision, with its inherent significance, was a good first step. 

Obviously, they did not see themselves as trying to enslave anyone, but Paul understood that this was the ultimate end of required obedience to all the Jewish laws and traditions.

5 to whom we did not yield submission even for an hour, that the truth of the gospel might continue with you. 

Saints, the truth of the Good News was at stake. Paul sought to protect the truth that the gospel is for all people who can accept it by faith alone. Paul was convinced that circumcision, a rite he himself had undergone, was not part of the essential truth of the gospel. 

Paul fought to protect that gospel for you, specifically referring to the Galatian Christians to whom he wrote. But it also applies to any believer today who has not come out of a Jewish background. We have received salvation without having to ascribe to a whole set of Jewish laws because Paul had the foresight and wisdom to fight for protection of the gospel of grace regarding this issue.


6 But from those who seemed to be something--whatever they were, it makes no difference to me; God shows personal favoritism to no man--for those who seemed to be something added nothing to me. 

Saints, Paul’s wording here was not meant disrespectfully toward the apostles and church leaders. Paul was walking a fine line between asserting his independence from the apostles, and yet his unity with them. Paul was not in awe of the apostles; who they were made no difference to him in that sense. 

Paul wanted to make it clear that both his gospel and his apostleship were of supernatural origin. Because God has no favorites between him and the recognized apostles, then neither should anyone else. 

Ephesians 6:8
“Knowing that whatever good anyone does, he will receive the same from the Lord, whether he is a slave or free. 9 And you, masters, do the same things to them, giving up threatening, knowing that your own Master also is in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him” 

Acts 10:34-35
34 Then Peter opened his mouth and said: "In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality. 35 But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him. 

Deuteronomy 10:17
“For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality nor takes a bribe” 
2 Corinthians 11:5
“For I consider that I am not at all inferior to the most eminent apostles. 6 Even though I am untrained in speech, yet I am not in knowledge. But we have been thoroughly manifested among you in all things” 

The apostles had nothing to add to what Paul was preaching—they did not correct Paul’s message or try to add anything to it (such as the need for circumcision). Instead, they accepted Paul as an equal and accepted his message to the Gentiles as “gospel truth.”

Saints, Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 


1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

Let’s Pray!                    

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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