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Galatians 2:7-15
7 But on the contrary, when they saw that the gospel for the uncircumcised had been committed to me, as the gospel for the circumcised was to Peter 8(for He who worked effectively in Peter for the apostleship to the circumcised also worked effectively in me toward the Gentiles), 

9 and when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that had been given to me, they gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised. 10 They desired only that we should remember the poor, the very thing which I also was eager to do. 

11 Now when Peter had come to Antioch, I withstood him to his face, because he was to be blamed; 12 for before certain men came from James, he would eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing those who were of the circumcision. 






13 And the rest of the Jews also played the hypocrite with him, so that even Barnabas was carried away with their hypocrisy. 14 But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter before them all, "If you, being a Jew, live in the manner of Gentiles and not as the Jews, why do you compel Gentiles to live as Jews? 15 We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles,

7 But on the contrary, when they saw that the gospel for the uncircumcised had been committed to me, as the gospel for the circumcised was to Peter 8(for He who worked effectively in Peter for the apostleship to the circumcised also worked effectively in me toward the Gentiles), 

Saints, what the apostles saw was most likely the convincing success that God had given to Paul’s ministry of preaching the Good News to the Gentiles. This is compared to Peter who had been having a dynamic ministry of preaching to the Jews. 

Peter also had had contact with Gentiles, probably a key point in the approval of Paul and Barnabas’s ministry. Peter’s encounter with Cornelius had demonstrated God’s acceptance of the Gentiles. 

This prepared Peter to accept the legitimacy of Paul’s special call. Peter and Paul represented God’s ongoing covenant with all of humanity under the saving grace made possible by Jesus. 






Acts 10:9-16
9 The next day, as they went on their journey and drew near the city, Peter went up on the housetop to pray, about the sixth hour. 10 Then he became very hungry and wanted to eat; but while they made ready, he fell into a trance 

11 and saw heaven opened and an object like a great sheet bound at the four corners, descending to him and let down to the earth. 12 In it were all kinds of four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and birds of the air. 13 And a voice came to him, "Rise, Peter; kill and eat." 

14 But Peter said, "Not so, Lord! For I have never eaten anything common or unclean." 15 And a voice spoke to him again the second time, "What God has cleansed you must not call common." 16 This was done three times. And the object was taken up into heaven again. 

Saints, each of them had valid ministries, ordained and authorized by Christ, because the same God was working through both men.
Both Paul and Peter preached the same gospel. Though their audiences were vastly different, the message did not, could not, and would not ever change. The gospel that remains unchanged today is that salvation is by God’s grace alone for anyone who believes.

9 and when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that had been given to me, they gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised. 

Saints, the men mentioned were James, half brother of Jesus and leader of the Jerusalem church, and two of Jesus’ original disciples and part of his inner circle of three—Peter and John. 

These three noted leaders accepted Paul and Barnabas as their coworkers—giving their blessing and encouragement in their ministry among the Gentiles. These pillars of the church had recognized the gift God had given to Paul. 

There was evidence of God’s saving grace in Paul’s own life and the results flowing from his ministry among the Gentiles. Paul was a walking, talking advertisement for the gospel. 

Romans 1:16-17
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "The just shall live by faith."  

Saints, so Paul and Barnabas were encouraged to keep preaching to the Gentiles, while the apostles in Jerusalem and Judea would continue their work with the Jews. 

This referred to each group’s main focus; it was not exclusive. The apostles ministered to many Gentiles; Paul and his team always spoke to Jews, as well. Yet always their message was the same: the gospel of salvation.

10 They desired only that we should remember the poor, the very thing which I also was eager to do. 

Saints, although the ministry and message of Paul and Barnabas had been accepted, the entire issue had not been handled because the Judaizers had not been silenced. 

It would take the council of Jerusalem (Acts 15) to block the efforts to bring the gospel back under the law. In the meantime, much effort would be required to promote unity at the grass roots level between Jewish and Gentile Christians. The apostles realized that one immediate and practical way to bridge this possible gap would be to remember to help the poor.

Luke 14:13-14
13 But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind. 14 And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you; for you shall be repaid at the resurrection of the just." 

Saints, Paul assured them that he had been eager to do that. Paul never forgot this understanding. He continued to be eager to help the poor believers in Jerusalem. On his missionary journeys (especially the third journey), Paul gathered funds to help the poor Jewish believers in Jerusalem.

Acts 24:17
“Now after many years I came to bring alms and offerings to my nation…” 

Romans 15:25-26
25 But now I am going to Jerusalem to minister to the saints. 26 For it pleased those from Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor among the saints who are in Jerusalem. 


1 Corinthians 16:1-4
1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given orders to the churches of Galatia, so you must do also: 2 On the first day of the week let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there be no collections when I come. 

3 And when I come, whomever you approve by your letters I will send to bear your gift to Jerusalem. 4 But if it is fitting that I go also, they will go with me. 

11 Now when Peter had come to Antioch, I withstood him to his face, because he was to be blamed; 

Saints, this Antioch was in Syria (as distinguished from Antioch in Pisidia). Antioch was a major trade center in the ancient world. Heavily populated by Greeks, it eventually became a strong Christian center. In Antioch the believers were first called Christians. 

Acts 11:24-26
24 For he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were added to the Lord. 25 Then Barnabas departed for Tarsus to seek Saul. 26 And when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. So it was that for a whole year they assembled with the church and taught a great many people. And the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch. 

Antioch in Syria became the headquarters for the Gentile church and was Paul’s base of operations. When Peter made this trip to Antioch is uncertain; there is no reference to it in the book of Acts. 
It may have occurred soon after Paul, Barnabas, and Titus had returned to Antioch from Jerusalem after delivering the famine relief. Perhaps Peter wanted to see for himself the ministry taking place in Antioch. 

During this visit, Paul had to oppose Peter publicly. Peter’s actions were very wrong, and Paul, an apostle with the right to speak with authority, had to confront Peter. The event involved an emotional, face-to-face showdown. 

Peter was caught in a glaring inconsistency that might have gone tragically unresolved if not for Paul’s boldness. He always focused on the purity of the gospel truth; whenever it was threatened, Paul acted.

12 for before certain men came from James, he would eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing those who were of the circumcision. 

Saints, when Peter arrived in Antioch, he saw that Jewish and Gentile Christians enjoyed fellowship at mealtimes without concern over Jewish dietary laws. 

His setting aside long-established taboos against Jews sharing board and room with Gentiles showed nothing less than his acceptance of freedom in Christ. Peter accepted these practices; he himself had received a vision from God about food laws and Gentiles in the new world of the gospel. 


Indeed, Peter had been the first to receive the understanding about God’s acceptance of the Gentiles, and he was the first to preach to Gentiles. Peter understood from this vision that he should not look upon the Gentiles as inferior people whom God would not redeem. 

After Peter had this vision, a Gentile Roman officer named Cornelius asked him to come and share the gospel message with him and his household. Peter did so, without the hesitation he would have felt before the vision, and Cornelius and his household became believers.

Thus, when Peter arrived in Antioch, he already knew that God had broken down the barriers between Jews and Gentiles, and he understood the true meaning of Christian freedom. 

So he gladly ate with the Gentile Christians. The imperfect tense of the verb indicates that this was not one occasion but a repeated pattern, meaning that Peter joined with the other Jews in eating with their Gentile brothers and sisters in Christ on a regular basis. This pattern undoubtedly went beyond sharing common meals and included taking the Lord’s Supper together.

But all that was before some Jewish friends of James came. These men were the legalists and most likely not sent by James. The wording here means they came “from James’s group,” that is, from the Jerusalem church. 

James, as leader of the Jerusalem church, had a vast range of people to deal with, and these men were part of the legalistic group of his church. Among the entourage from Jerusalem, there must have been certain men who frowned on fraternizing with Gentiles. 
These may have been rigid and legalistic Jewish Christians, but they were probably associated with the same “false Christians” who had disrupted Paul’s visit to Jerusalem.

Though this group probably tried to trade on James’s authority, he later firmly denied sending them. In the letter sent back to the Gentile Christians in Antioch after the Jerusalem council, James wrote, 

Acts 15:24
“We understand that some men from here have troubled you and upset you with their teaching, but they had no such instructions from us”

Apparently, the mere appearance of this group caught Peter by surprise. When these legalists arrived, they may have expressed shock at Peter’s conduct. Peter surely knew these men, as they came from the Jerusalem church, and he was influenced by their presence to the point that he wouldn’t eat with the Gentiles anymore.

13 And the rest of the Jews also played the hypocrite with him, so that even Barnabas was carried away with their hypocrisy. 

Saints, as Peter acted on his fear, the other Jews, meaning those not already committed to the policy of separation, went along with his hypocrisy. 

Proverbs 11:9
“The hypocrite with his mouth destroys his neighbor, But through knowledge the righteous will be delivered”
Saints, they, too, gradually stopped joining with the Gentiles in eating and fellowshipping. These other Jewish Christians were the Jewish believers who lived in Antioch and were members of the church there. In that setting, they were most likely in the minority.

Paul mentioned Barnabas separately, probably because Paul was especially surprised that Barnabas would be so influenced. 

Barnabas was Paul’s traveling companion; together they preached the gospel to the Gentiles, proclaiming Jews’ and Gentiles’ oneness with Christ. 

Barnabas was not from the Jerusalem church and would not have had the personal and relational stake in this that Peter had. Yet, like Peter, Barnabas was human, and for some unknown reason he followed Peter’s example.

Paul boldly pointed out the hypocrisy. A hypocrite says one thing but does another. Peter, Barnabas, and the Jewish believers knew that God accepted everyone equally, that salvation was available to all, that there should be no separation in the body of Christ. 

Yet their actions implied just the opposite. If Paul had opted for peace and allowed these actions to go unrebuked, the Christian church would have divided into two distinct groups going their separate ways. But this was not God’s plan, nor was it consistent with “the truth of the Good News,” as Paul would explain in the next verse.



14 But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter before them all, "If you, being a Jew, live in the manner of Gentiles and not as the Jews, why do you compel Gentiles to live as Jews? 

Saints, this was the crux of the matter—they (Peter, Barnabas, and the Jewish believers in Antioch) were not following the truth of the Good News. This truth was that Jesus Christ had died and had risen again to offer salvation to all people—Jews and Gentiles alike. 

Both groups are equally acceptable to God; thus, they must be equally acceptable to each other. Jewish believers separating themselves implied that they were superior because of their race, traditions, or law keeping. 

The Good News clearly shows, however, that people do not become accepted by God for anything they do. Paul did not oppose Peter in order to elevate himself. Paul recounted this story in this letter to the Galatians to show that he was a full apostle and could speak authoritatively, even in opposition to another apostle if the truth of the gospel were at stake. 

This was not a secondary issue blown out of proportion. The confrontation fit the crisis. Paul spoke to Peter publicly in front of all the others—that is, in front of the Jewish believers, the Gentile believers, the legalists, and Barnabas. 

Those who want to attribute other motives to Paul might ask why he didn’t go to Peter privately. Wouldn’t that have been more “peace loving”? more “Christian”? But Peter’s actions had started a domino effect; and, because of his authority as an apostle, his actions had confused the believers. 
A private solution to this problem was not an option. Peter’s action was public, with public consequences; the rebuke had to be public. As a leader of the Jerusalem church, Peter was setting public policy.
Paul recorded his exact words here. 

15 We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles,

Saints, Both Paul and Peter were Jews by birth, as were, obviously, all the Jewish Christians. Yet being Jews by birth was not enough for salvation. Paul’s phrase, “sinners” like the Gentiles, was said ironically because this was the scornful name Jews applied to Gentiles. 

Peter’s actions had conveyed some sort of “holier than thou” attitude in line with the teaching that Gentiles were still “sinners” unless they became Jewish. But both Peter and Paul knew better.

Saints, Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."




Let’s Pray!                     Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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