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Galatians 4:8-17
8 But then, indeed, when you did not know God, you served those which by nature are not gods. 9 But now after you have known God, or rather are known by God, how is it that you turn again to the weak and beggarly elements, to which you desire again to be in bondage? 

10 You observe days and months and seasons and years. 11 I am afraid for you, lest I have labored for you in vain. 12 Brethren, I urge you to become like me, for I became like you. You have not injured me at all. 13 You know that because of physical infirmity I preached the gospel to you at the first. 14 And my trial which was in my flesh you did not despise or reject, but you received me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus. 

15 What then was the blessing you enjoyed? For I bear you witness that, if possible, you would have plucked out your own eyes and given them to me. 16 Have I therefore become your enemy because I tell you the truth? 17 They zealously court you, but for no good; yes, they want to exclude you, that you may be zealous for them. 

8 But then, indeed, when you did not know God, you served those which by nature are not gods. 
Saints, as in 3:23 and 4:1, Paul reiterated the former enslaved condition of the Galatians to the so-called gods that do not even exist. 

Before they came to know the one true God, the Galatians believed in other gods (such as Zeus and Hermes—read about Paul’s experience in Lystra, a city in Galatia, in Acts 14:8-18). 

Acts 14:8-18
8 And in Lystra a certain man without strength in his feet was sitting, a cripple from his mother's womb, who had never walked. 9 This man heard Paul speaking. Paul, observing him intently and seeing that he had faith to be healed, 1

0 said with a loud voice, "Stand up straight on your feet!" And he leaped and walked. 11 Now when the people saw what Paul had done, they raised their voices, saying in the Lycaonian language, "The gods have come down to us in the likeness of men!" 12 And Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief speaker. 

13 Then the priest of Zeus, whose temple was in front of their city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates, intending to sacrifice with the multitudes. 14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard this, they tore their clothes and ran in among the multitude, crying out 

15 and saying, "Men, why are you doing these things? We also are men with the same nature as you, and preach to you that you should turn from these useless things to the living God, who made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and all things that are in them, 
16 who in bygone generations allowed all nations to walk in their own ways. 17 Nevertheless He did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did good, gave us rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness." 18 And with these sayings they could scarcely restrain the multitudes from sacrificing to them. 

Saints, these “beings” had no divine power. These “gods” could also refer to the principles and pursuits of life that so easily change from being possessions to possessing us. The people’s ignorance of God made them slaves of something less than God. There is only one God; to worship anything else means false worship and slavery to sin. 

As Paul explained in 4:1-7, anyone who has not discovered freedom in Christ remains a slave. In this verse, Paul was simply restating the pre-conversion predicament of the Galatians.

9 But now after you have known God, or rather are known by God, how is it that you turn again to the weak and beggarly elements, to which you desire again to be in bondage? 

Romans 12:1-2
1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 


2 Peter 2:20-22
20 For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning. 

21 For it would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered to them. 22 But it has happened to them according to the true proverb: "A dog returns to his own vomit," and, "a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire." 

Saints, the Galatian believers had been enslaved, but then Paul introduced them to God. They found God although, as Paul points out, it was God who found them. 

Paul was astonished that after getting to know God personally, the Galatians would go back again and become slaves once more to the weak and useless spiritual powers of this world. 

Who, after tasting freedom, would return to slavery? Why, after meeting God, would the Galatians become slaves once more? Was that what they truly wanted?

10 You observe days and months and seasons and years. 

Saints, as an example of this law keeping the Galatians had been attempting, Paul pointed out their observance of special holidays. The days referred to keeping the Jewish Sabbaths or other specified dates in the Jewish calendar. 

The observance of months would be the new moon celebrations of the Jews. Seasons would refer to the festivals that lasted several days. For the Jews this could be the three main feasts: Unleavened Bread, Pentecost, and Shelters. Years of celebration for the Jews were the Year of Jubilee and Sabbath years.

Paul did not condemn the celebration of the Jewish events—for he himself kept the Sabbaths and still traveled to Jerusalem for certain festivals. 

Colossians 2:16
“So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths…”

Saints, Paul would have condemned the Gentile Galatians celebrating the Jewish holidays in order to somehow receive more merit before God or fulfill some legal duty in doing so. 

The God-honoring festivals were not bad in themselves; but when used as a way to earn salvation or “score points” with God, they became nothing more than slavery.

11 I am afraid for you, lest I have labored for you in vain. 

Saints, if the Galatians continued in their law-centered approach to Christianity, setting aside God’s grace in order to obey codes, customs, and rituals, then Paul feared that all his hard work among them and his suffering on their behalf would be worth nothing. 



Paul was not saying that the Galatians would lose their salvation but that their very turning away from the truth would render them unfruitful and their faith “dead,” as if Paul had never visited them at all.

12 Brethren, I urge you to become like me, for I became like you. You have not injured me at all.

Saints, Paul had become like the Gentiles (specifically these Galatians) in the sense that he was free from the law, as they had been before they ever knew about the law. 

They had accepted the gospel; here Paul asked that they simply remain in freedom. He was convinced that they would realize in an instant the folly of what was being offered to them if they would only reflect on the change that had actually occurred in their lives when they had trusted Christ.

Paul reminisced about how the Galatians had received him on his first visit to them. 

They did not mistreat him, even receiving him in his physical weakness. Paul had depended on them in ways that were as important as their own dependence on the gospel that he had delivered to them. 

13 You know that because of physical infirmity I preached the gospel to you at the first. 

Saints, many attempts have been made to identify the illness to which Paul referred here. 
Some commentators suggest that Paul’s illness was some sort of an eye disorder (inferred from the reference to eyes in 4:15). Others think that Paul may have contracted some form of malaria on the coast after landing in Perga in Pamphylia. 

Or he may have had epilepsy, so he and his traveling companions had headed for the highlands where Paul could recuperate. Still others point to the physical abuse and beating Paul had received in Lystra and the resulting care of the believers as his wounds had healed (Acts 14:19). 

Acts 14:19
Then Jews from Antioch and Iconium came there; and having persuaded the multitudes, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing him to be dead.

Whether this sickness was the same as Paul’s “thorn in the flesh” referred to in 2 Corinthians 12:7 is also unknown. 

2 Corinthians 12:7-9
7 And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure. 8 Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me. 9 And He said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness." 

Whatever the illness, it did not completely incapacitate Paul, for while in Galatia, he had brought the Good News of Christ to the Galatians.


While it would be interesting to identify this illness, we can know for certain from Paul’s words that he remembered the illness as the cause of his encounter with the Galatians. 

Their relationship with each other had not begun with Paul as a confident herald of the gospel but rather as a weak person in need of help. Paul had depended on the Galatians before they had come to depend on his message and his Lord.

14 And my trial which was in my flesh you did not despise or reject, but you received me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus.

Saints, the Galatians could have refused Paul any reception because his sickness was revolting to them. Apparently his need had been a genuine imposition; perhaps Paul’s resulting appearance had made him difficult to look at, or his weakness had made him an extra burden on those who cared for him. 

The trial may simply have been the temptation to treat him with contempt or scorn because of his illness. To the Galatians’ credit, they welcomed the ill Paul with open arms, ready to care for him and to listen to his words. 

Paul compared their reception to how they might have received an angel from God or even Christ Jesus himself. The Galatians had respected Paul very highly, although they had never met him before. 

15 What then was the blessing you enjoyed? For I bear you witness that, if possible, you would have plucked out your own eyes and given them to me. 

Saints, the Galatians had received Paul with open arms and joyfully received the message he had preached among them. So Paul asked, “Where is that joyful spirit?” The Galatians loved and respected Paul greatly. 

Paul knew they would have given him their eyes if they could have. This may be a reference specifying Paul’s particular illness, or it may be a figure of speech meaning that the Galatians would have given their most precious possessions to Paul out of love and respect for him.

16 Have I therefore become your enemy because I tell you the truth? 

Saints, Paul was now being treated like an enemy. Why? The only possible reason would be that the Galatians didn’t want to hear the truth. The Galatians needed to realize that they were in real danger of believing a lie rather than the truth of the gospel.

17 They zealously court you, but for no good; yes, they want to exclude you, that you may be zealous for them. 

Saints, while Paul had spoken only the truth from pure motives (to bring the Galatians to salvation), the Judaizers had less than honorable motives. 

The false teachers were claiming to be religious authorities and experts in Judaism and Christianity, but they had selfish motives. They were anxious to win people’s favor, but their only desire was to win the people over to their side—and at the same time alienate the people from Paul, and thus from Christ. 
Once the Galatians became committed to the false teachers, the roles would be reversed and the Galatians would be forced to pay attention to and even provide money and lodging for them. They would be in bondage to the false teachers and all their wrong teachings.

Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 







1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

Let’s Pray!

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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