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Psalm 78:1-8
1 Give ear, O my people, to my law; Incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 2 I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings of old, 3 Which we have heard and known, And our fathers have told us. 4 We will not hide them from their children, Telling to the generation to come the praises of the LORD, And His strength and His wonderful works that He has done. 

5 For He established a testimony in Jacob, And appointed a law in Israel, Which He commanded our fathers, That they should make them known to their children; 6 That the generation to come might know them, The children who would be born, That they may arise and declare them to their children, 

7 That they may set their hope in God, And not forget the works of God, But keep His commandments; 8 And may not be like their fathers, A stubborn and rebellious generation, A generation that did not set its heart aright, And whose spirit was not faithful to God.

Christians are under a divine obligation to teach the next generation the truth of God’s Word so they will understand that they are God’s children, know that He has a plan for their lives, and be equipped to face life 
Saints, this pattern of instruction should continue without a gap from one generation to the next. Parents, in particular, have the responsibility to introduce their children to the Lord. 

Saints, the writer of Psalm 78 describes how God’s truth should be passed down from one generation to the next. Serving Christ Is God’s Will. The apostle Paul gives the following explanation of what it means to walk in God’s will. 

Psalm 78:4
“We will not hide them from their children, Telling to the generation to come the praises of the LORD, And His strength and His wonderful works that He has done” 

Psalm 78:5
“For He established a testimony in Jacob, And appointed a law in Israel, Which He commanded our fathers, That they should make them known to their children;” 

Psalm 78:6
“That the generation to come might know them, The children who would be born, That they may arise and declare them to their children” 

Psalm 78:7
“That they may set their hope in God, And not forget the works of God, But keep His commandments” 

Saints, at the time this psalm was written, the Bible had not yet been completed. 
As the words of Moses in Genesis through Deuteronomy were taught to the people, they were expected to pass down information about the Lord to their children. 

They didn’t have written copies of the Scriptures so the parents taught God’s truths verbally from one generation to the next. 

Today we have the Holy Bible, the infallible, eternal Word of God in which is written everything we need to know about the Lord and His instructions to us

The Divine Obligation 

Saints, like the Israelites, we too have been entrusted with the responsibility to teach by instruction and example the truth of God’s Word, 

which results in a desire to walk obediently before the Lord in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Since both instruction and example are necessary, we must have consistency between what we say and what we do if we hope to pass down God’s truths to the next generation.

Our instruction should include the principles of God’s Word that we have read, learned, and lived out in our own lives, in other words, our personal testimony. 

Saints, like the Old Testament saints, we must also teach our children who God is, what He has done, and how He expects us to live. But instruction alone is not enough; we must also teach them by example how to obey the Lord. 
Although we may feel as if we don’t know enough to pass on scriptural truths, we all have a story to tell

First of all, everyone who’s been saved by the grace of God understands what’s required for salvation. And as we read the Bible, we should share what we are learning. 

John 3:16-17
16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 

Furthermore Saints, we can explain how the Lord has worked in our lives by protecting, providing, encouraging, and helping us through life’s hardships and pain.

Philippians 4:12-13
12 I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 

Christian parents cannot entrust this divine obligation to someone else 

Ephesians 6:4
“And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord” 
We don’t have to be well-educated or seminary-trained to fulfill this assignment. Simply reading the Bible to our children and assuring them that God’s Word is true will be effective. 

Proverbs 22:6
“Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old he will not depart from it” 

Deuteronomy 6:6-7
6 "And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up.

The state of our culture makes this divine obligation even more critical

Daniel 12:4
"But you, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book until the time of the end; many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase."

The world our children inhabit is full of errors, dangers, and distractions that could lead them away from Christ. Today’s technology can be used to promote the gospel, but it also distracts young people from what’s truly important. 

1 Thessalonians 5:21-22
21 Test all things; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every form of evil. 

We have many ways to teach the Next Generation
Saints, we should begin with our own beliefs and life experiences, but there’s also value in passing down what we’ve learned about the Lord from our parents and grandparents. 

Ephesians 4:17-24
17 This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind, 18 having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardening of their heart; 

19 who, being past feeling, have given themselves over to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. 20 But you have not so learned Christ, 21 if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: 22 that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 

23 and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and that you put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness. 

The key is diligence. We can’t afford to let teaching opportunities pass just because we feel inadequate. Although Sunday schools are important, they should never be a substitute for parental responsibility. 

Grounding our children in scriptural truth is especially important as they head off to school

Because we live in an anti-God environment today, we cannot rely on teachers and professors to teach truth. 
Although there are many teachers who love the Lord, secular education systems hinder them from talking about spiritual things. 

God has given us the responsibility to teach our children to discern between truth and error so they’ll be prepared to go out into the world. 

Deuteronomy 4:7-9
7 "For what great nation is there that has God so near to it, as the LORD our God is to us, for whatever reason we may call upon Him? 8 And what great nation is there that has such statutes and righteous judgments as are in all this law which I set before you this day? 

9 "Only take heed to yourself, and diligently keep yourself, lest you forget the things your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life. And teach them to your children and your grandchildren, 

Deuteronomy 11:18-19
18 "Therefore you shall lay up these words of mine in your heart and in your soul, and bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 19 You shall teach them to your children, speaking of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. 

If we don’t courageously stand up for the truth of Scripture, our children and grandchildren may drown in secularism and unbelief. 

We must talk to our children about spiritual matters
Since our society is disinterested in the things of God, the most loving thing we can do for our children is to discuss spiritual truths with them. 

We should ask them what they are learning in school and what they believe about spiritual matters. It’s our responsibility to teach them that God is the Creator, and His Son, Jesus Christ, is the only way of salvation. 

John 14:6
Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

We are living in spiritually dangerous times and must take a stand for truth to protect our children

In the 1960s, immorality and the pursuit of success and wealth were promoted, and by the 1970s many parents had lost their children to rebellion against God. 

Ever since then, law and order, and love and respect for one another have degenerated. If God’s people do not take a stand, the culture will continue this downward trend. 


2 Timothy 3:1-7
1 But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 

3 unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, 4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away! 

6 For of this sort are those who creep into households and make captives of gullible women loaded down with sins, led away by various lusts, 7 always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.

Saints, the line of testimony from faithful witnesses for Christ cannot be taken for granted, nor should it be ignored. Providing for our children doesn’t merely include physical needs, material possessions, and education. 

The most important thing we can do for them is to train them in the way they should go so they can live godly lives. 

Proverbs 22:6
“Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old he will not depart from it” 

The task is not too big for us because we have the Holy Spirit living within us

The Holy Spirit will guide our steps, help us understand God’s Word, and show us how to reach the next generation. 
John 14:26-27
26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 

As we open the Bible, we will become more familiar with it, our faith in the Lord will increase, we’ll learn His truths, and our lives will be changed. 

There are many searching, unsettled, and dissatisfied people who desperately need to hear what almighty God can do in a life, and we have a testimony to share with them.

1. What obstacles might be keeping you from teaching the next generation about the Lord through example and instruction? 

2. Think about your testimony and what you could share with someone younger 

3. What have you learned in God’s Word? 

4. How has He worked in your life?
 
Saints, Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!




1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 
Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

Let’s Pray!

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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