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2 Timothy 1:3-7
3 I thank God, whom I serve with a pure conscience, as my forefathers did, as without ceasing I remember you in my prayers night and day, 4 greatly desiring to see you, being mindful of your tears, that I may be filled with joy, 

5 when I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also. 6 Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind. 

Sometimes we believe that God is leading us in a certain direction, but as we continue down that path, we become discouraged and uncertain because it’s not working out as we expected.

Luke 4:1
“Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness…”

Saints, maybe situations of life doesn’t appear as easy as we thought it would be, or it isn’t leading where we want to go. Therefore, we decide to make a course correction, thinking that we have obviously gone the wrong way. 


Yet once we start down the new path, we soon discover that we’ve made a terrible mistake. One of the reasons we change routes and disobey God is because our faith gives way to fear.

Saints, Abraham (originally called Abram) is an example of someone whose faith gave way to fear. When the Lord first spoke to him, He gave him clear instructions and unconditional promises, saying,

Genesis 12:1-3
1 “Go forth from your country, and from your relatives and from your father’s house, to the land which I will show you; 2 and I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great; and so you shall be a blessing; 

3 and I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed”

Saints, in faith and obedience, Abraham left his home and traveled to Canaan. After arriving, he built altars to worship the Lord and pitched his tent there (vv. 7-8). 

Genesis 12:7-8
7 Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, "To your descendants I will give this land." And there he built an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8 And he moved from there to the mountain east of Bethel, and he pitched his tent with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; there he built an altar to the LORD and called on the name of the LORD.

But before long a situation arose that caused him to doubt the Lord.


Genesis 12:10
“Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to Egypt to dwell there, for the famine was severe in the land. 

What happened to Abraham here?

 He Became Fearful

1. Faith gives way to fear because our focus moves from God to our circumstances.

Saints, Abraham had kept his eyes on the Lord throughout his journey and had obediently settled in the land and worshipped Him, thanking Him for His protection and provision. But now his survival looked doubtful. 

Isaiah 41:10 NIV
“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”

What Abraham saw as unexpected and frightening, God viewed as an opportunity for Abraham to trust Him. 

Instead of looking around him, Abraham should have remembered God’s promises and relied on Him to keep His word. Changing circumstances are no reason to stop trusting the Lord.

Deuteronomy 31:6
“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the LORD your God goes with you; "He will never leave you nor forsake you."

Isaiah 42:16  
"I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, along unfamiliar paths I will guide them; I will turn the darkness into light before them and make the rough places smooth. These are the things I will do; I will not forsake them."

Hebrews 13:5  
“Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”

2. Faith gives way to fear when we make decisions based on Human Reason

Saints, Abraham reasoned that the way to survive was to go to Egypt where there was food. He probably considered this trip to Egypt as only temporary, thinking he’d come back to Canaan when conditions improved. 

However, as reasonable as his plan seemed, even a temporary journey away from God’s will can have disastrous results.

Hebrews 12:2-3
2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls.

3. When we forget that God is both our provider and protector, we take matters into our own hands

Saints, Abraham should have dealt with his fear by staying in Canaan and seeking God’s protection and provision. The Lord would have been faithful to care for him and fulfill all His promises to him. 

We often make the same mistake Abraham made. We look around at the situation, forget that God is our provider and protector, and substitute what He’s said in His Word.

Isaiah 55:8-9
8 "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways," says the LORD. 9 "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts. 

Furthermore, we think God will understand why we had to change direction. But the only plan that will fail is ours because the Lord never supports disobedience but works solely to accomplish His will in our lives. 

True obedience is doing what God says, when He says, and how He says to do it. Any alteration is disobedience. When we are tempted to take matters into our own hands, we must remember that God has put us in these circumstances so we’ll learn to totally depend on Him and trust in His promises. 

If we disregard His commands, one wrong step will lead to another until we finally repent and turn back to the Lord!

4. When we give in to fear, we become willing to sacrifice our most precious possessions in order to gain the favor of others

Matthew 10:28
“And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” 

Saints, Abraham’s first wrong step soon led to another one. 

Genesis 12:11-13
11 And it came to pass, when he was close to entering Egypt, that he said to Sarai his wife, "Indeed I know that you are a woman of beautiful countenance. 12 Therefore it will happen, when the Egyptians see you, that they will say, 'This is his wife'; and they will kill me, but they will let you live. 

13 Please say you are my sister, that it may be well with me for your sake, and that I may live because of you." 

Fearing what could happen in Egypt, Abraham was willing to give up his wife to preserve his own life, even though God had promised to protect him.

Numbers 32:22-23
22 and the land is subdued before the LORD, then afterward you may return and be blameless before the LORD and before Israel; and this land shall be your possession before the LORD. 23 But if you do not do so, then take note, you have sinned against the LORD; and be sure your sin will find you out. 

5. When we forget the unconditional promises of God, we begin to fear man

Saints, the Lord had given Abraham grand and far-reaching promises without any exceptions or qualifications. 
But in the midst of his circumstances, Abraham became afraid, and contrary to God’s will, went to Egypt. But now he had another reason to be fearful. He knew the Pharaoh could kill him to get Sarah, her beauty making her desirable and vulnerable. 

In the same way, when we forget God’s unconditional promises in His Word, we’ll begin to react in fear instead of faith. 

Then we end up where we shouldn’t be, doing something we shouldn’t do, feeling what we should not feel, and paying a price we don’t want to pay

1 Kings 19:1-4   (Living Bible)
1 When Ahab told Queen Jezebel what Elijah had done, and that he had slaughtered the prophets of Baal, 2 she sent this message to Elijah: "You killed my prophets, and now I swear by the gods that I am going to kill you by this time tomorrow night." 

3 So Elijah fled for his life; he went to Beersheba, a city of Judah, and left his servant there. 4 Then he went on alone into the wilderness, traveling all day, and sat down under a broom bush and prayed that he might die.

2 Timothy 1:7
“For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.”

Psalm 111:10
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; A good understanding have all those who do His commandments. His praise endures forever. 
6. When we stop trusting God and start fearing circumstances, we’re willing to cause others pain and great harm in order to protect ourselves

Saints, Abraham’s plan kept the Egyptians from killing him, but it cost him his wife. Sarah was taken to Pharaoh’s house, and in return, Abraham was treated well and given sheep, oxen, donkeys, camels, and servants. 

Genesis 12:14-16
14 So it was, when Abram came into Egypt, that the Egyptians saw the woman, that she was very beautiful. 15 The princes of Pharaoh also saw her and commended her to Pharaoh. And the woman was taken to Pharaoh's house. 

16 He treated Abram well for her sake. He had sheep, oxen, male donkeys, male and female servants, female donkeys, and camels. 

Although none of this was God’s will, He was faithful to Abraham despite his disobedience and “struck Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai, Abram’s wife.” 

Genesis 12:17
“But the LORD plagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai, Abram's wife.”

Saints, not only did Abraham’s disobedience cause harm to Sarah, but also to Pharaoh and his household as well. She was returned, and Pharaoh had Abraham and all that belonged to him escorted out of Egypt. 



Genesis 12:18-20
18 And Pharaoh called Abram and said, "What is this you have done to me? Why did you not tell me that she was your wife? 19 Why did you say, 'She is my sister'? I might have taken her as my wife. Now therefore, here is your wife; take her and go your way." 

20 So Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him; and they sent him away, with his wife and all that he had. 

Saints, the Lord had intervened to preserve Sarah, and eventually she had a son from whom Jesus Christ descended. 
It is through Him that “all the families of the earth will be blessed,” just as the Lord promised Abraham (v. 3).

Genesis 12:3
“and I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed”

Saints, Abraham’s story teaches us that God always keeps His promises and warns us not to let fear cause us to lose our trust in Him and step out of His good and perfect will. 

1. Have you ever stopped obeying a clear command of God because of fear? 

2. What was the situation? 

3. What happened as a result? 

4. Now think about a time when you obeyed the Lord, even though it was difficult. How did He prove Himself faithful to you?

Saints, Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  
Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

Let’s Pray!

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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