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Galatians 6:8-18
8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. 9 And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. 

10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith. 11 See with what large letters I have written to you with my own hand! 12 As many as desire to make a good showing in the flesh, these would compel you to be circumcised, only that they may not suffer persecution for the cross of Christ. 

13 For not even those who are circumcised keep the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they may boast in your flesh. 14 But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 15 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but a new creation. 

16 And as many as walk according to this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God. 17 From now on let no one trouble me, for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus. 18 Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.



8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. 

Saints, Believers who use their lives and sow their resources to satisfy their own sinful desires will earn a harvest of decay and death. Those who live like this will not inherit the Kingdom of God. 

When we sow to the flesh, we bring these seeds of destruction into our life. Believers who sow their resources and invest their lives to please the Spirit have a far different harvest. They will reap everlasting life.

How do we sow “to please the Spirit”? When we use our resources to grow spiritually and to support the Lord’s work so that others can enter the Kingdom and grow spiritually, we are sowing to please the Spirit. 

Why? 

Because our harvest results in spiritual growth and souls reached for the Kingdom; thus, our harvest lasts forever. This kind of stewardship of our resources can only be done through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

When the Holy Spirit controls a believer’s life, the results are amazing. As 5:22-23 pointed out, 

Galatians 5:22-23
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. the fruit borne in a believer is life-changing. 

Saints, that change will affect the believer’s handling of money, use of talent, and investment of time.

9 And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. 

Saints, while good works will never earn salvation, Paul did encourage believers to persist in doing what is good. While we do good, we should not get discouraged and give up. 

To continue the analogy of sowing and reaping, a farmer will have no harvest to reap if he becomes too weary to labor in the fields or if he gives up altogether. The harvest will not reap itself. 

Every aspect of farming, planting, maintaining, and finally the harvesting takes hard work. So, too, believers must not become discouraged and give up when they follow the Holy Spirit’s guidance, grow spiritually, and do good for God’s Kingdom. 

While it may seem at times like a losing battle, we are assured that we will reap a harvest of blessing at the appropriate time.

What kind of harvest did the apostle have in mind? A Christian will reap a harvest of present blessings: the fruit of the Spirit, well-instructed believers, restored sinners, and mutual support. 

But ultimately he or she will reap the harvest of eternal life in the Holy Spirit. Though the appropriate time is the time of God’s own choosing, 
Paul was most likely referring to the time of the fulfillment of God’s promises at Christ’s second coming.

1 Timothy 6:15-16
15 which He will manifest in His own time, He who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see, to whom be honor and everlasting power. Amen. 

10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith. 

Saints, every time we have the opportunity to do good, we should do it. The timing for doing good is always right. The opportunity is not optional. We are to treat it as strategically placed by God in our path. 

Our settings may continually change, but each one will bring a fresh opportunity for helping and serving. God calls believers to do good to everyone, believers and nonbelievers alike. The fruit of the Holy Spirit must be shared with both the Christian and the non-Christian world. 

Some fields may be very difficult to “work,” but our purpose should be to sow goodness anyway! If Paul still had in mind our financial responsibility, we should be willing to help others financially whenever we are able. 

But we should focus particularly on the needs of our Christian brothers and sisters. The Christian family extends far beyond the walls of a particular church or the limits of a particular denomination to include all true believers.
When Paul told individual believers to “do good,” he spoke to their responsibility in the community as well as in the church. The church is not meant to become merely a social agency, but individual believers can work together in meeting social needs, giving time and resources as God calls and enables them. 

Sowing seeds of kindness to those in need expresses Christ’s love and prepares hearts to receive the gospel.

He left the Galatians with a strong word-picture of the cross of Jesus Christ. The decision that faced his readers was not really between two competing voices of authority; rather, the choice was between denying the Cross or finding through it the only true way of life.

11 See with what large letters I have written to you with my own hand! 

Saints, up to this point, Paul had probably dictated the letter to a scribe. Then he took the pen and closed the letter in his own handwriting. 

Paul did this in other letters as well, to add emphasis to his words and to validate that the letter was genuine (see 1 Corinthians 16:21; Colossians 4:18; 2 Thessalonians 3:17). 

1 Corinthians 16:21
“The salutation with my own hand--Paul's”

Colossians 4:18
“This salutation by my own hand--Paul. Remember my chains. Grace be with you. Amen”

2 Thessalonians 3:17
“The salutation of Paul with my own hand, which is a sign in every epistle; so I write”

Saints, Paul pointed out his large letters, perhaps because the contrast in the original letter was obvious. Paul’s scribe, if trained in writing, would have written in well-formed Greek characters. 

Paul, a preacher and not a scribe, had a less precise writing style. Another theory is that Paul wrote in large letters due to poor eyesight. 

Most likely, however, Paul wrote in large letters for emphasis, as these last verses reiterate the main points of this epistle. They were his signature.

12 As many as desire to make a good showing in the flesh, these would compel you to be circumcised, only that they may not suffer persecution for the cross of Christ. 

Saints, as Paul concluded the key points of his letter, he referred again to the Judaizers, the false teachers who were causing all the trouble and confusion in Galatia. 

Those who were trying to force the Galatian believers to be circumcised were only doing it because they didn’t want to be persecuted for teaching that the cross of Christ alone can save.

The Judaizers had brought legalistic issues to the surface, but their rejection of the death of Christ ran deeper. To accept that the Cross alone can save includes accepting certain beliefs: that people are sinners under God’s curse, that a personal sacrifice was required, 
that only the death of Christ on the cross could secure people’s salvation, and that people can do nothing to obtain that salvation but to accept Christ’s sacrifice on their behalf. 

People don’t want to be told they are sinners who can do nothing but accept someone else’s help. Human nature would much prefer to earn salvation, if only to be able to have pride along with the accomplishment. To preach anything else would incur persecution, as Paul would learn over and over again.

13 For not even those who are circumcised keep the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they may boast in your flesh. 

Saints, in addition to attacking the Judaizers’ motives to make a good impression and escape persecution, Paul attacked them because all they wanted to do was brag about it and claim the Galatians as their disciples. 

In other words, they wanted to report the number of circumcisions back to their superiors. For the Judaizers to “sell” Judaism to the Christians meant selling them a worthless product. The Judaizers compelled the believers to be circumcised, as they had been, thereby bringing them under the law with them. 

Yet the Judaizers themselves did not and could not really keep the whole law. If the Jews themselves couldn’t keep the law, how futile it was to compel new Christians to accept circumcision that would bind them to that same law. 

Worse yet, the Judaizers did this for the sake of pride—personal pride, religious pride, national pride—yet pride all the same. Not a very strong base for dealing with someone’s eternal destiny!
14 But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 

Saints, to boast with puffed-up pride would be sinful arrogance. While the Judaizers sought to please people, escape persecution, and boast in statistics, Paul’s boasting was never of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Paul could boast about the Cross because of what the Cross had accomplished in his life. For Paul, it was as though his interest in this world had died and vice versa. Paul had no need of the earthly and selfish motives and ambitions. 

His only boast was the cross (the only way of salvation) of our (that is, salvation belongs to every believer personally) Lord Jesus Christ (the only God, Savior, and Messiah).

15 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but a new creation. 

Saints, Paul, a circumcised Jew, knew that his circumcision counted for nothing as a means to salvation. Neither was uncircumcision a detriment to salvation. Neither of these outward markings makes any difference to God regarding salvation. The cross of Christ made such distinctions valueless and put all people on equal ground. When Jews or Gentiles become believers, they are changed into new and different people. That is what counts; the only thing that matters is being born again. How do we know if we have been changed? By believing on the Lord Jesus Christ and what he accomplished on the cross, being born again by the power of the Holy Spirit, and living by his transforming power.


16 And as many as walk according to this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God. 

Saints, this sentence underlined Paul’s entire argument. This principle refers to the gospel message Paul had defended throughout this letter—that we receive salvation by grace through faith alone. 

Paul might have said, “To those who believe this principle”; however, he chose the words live by to emphasize the Galatians’ problem. They had initially believed, but they hadn’t “followed” or “walked” or “grown” in that belief and thus had fallen prey to false teachers.

But to those who did follow (and he hoped this would include all the Galatian believers), Paul wished mercy and peace. “Peace” was a common greeting and benediction. 

Psalm 125:5
As for such as turn aside to their crooked ways, The LORD shall lead them away With the workers of iniquity. Peace be upon Israel! 

Psalm 128:6
Yes, may you see your children's children. Peace be upon Israel!

At the beginning of this letter, Paul had greeted the Galatians with “grace and peace”. Here he chose “mercy and peace.” These two characteristics would return in great force if the Galatians would follow through on their original commitment to Christ. 


The exit of the Judaizers and the renewed commitment to share each other’s troubles would yield a harvest of mercy and peace. He saved “grace” for his final phrase in the letter. 

These believers are the new people of God. No longer are the promises focused on the Jews alone—instead, the people of God are those who have accepted Jesus Christ as their Savior

17 From now on let no one trouble me, for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus. 

Saints, Paul ended his letter with a request that this trouble stop. Paul had aptly argued against the Judaizers’ teaching in this letter, ending the need for more to be said about them. 

He expected the Galatian Christians to return to the faith and stand up for themselves against the false teachers. He had provided the ammunition; they should use it.

The suffering he had endured for the faith should be enough to encourage these believers to remain steadfast against false teaching. Paul bore on his body the scars that showed that he belonged to Jesus. 

This referred, not to circumcision, but to the scars Paul received when he was persecuted for the sake of the gospel. Some of these he received while he was in Galatia (recorded in Acts 13–14; see also Philippians 3:10; Colossians 1:24).

Philippians 3:10
“that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death”

Colossians 1:24
“I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church”

18 Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

Saints, unlike many of Paul’s other letters, Paul included no personal greetings or remarks as he concluded this letter. 

Perhaps he did not want to lighten the solemnity of the letter’s contents, but wanted to close the letter in a way that would cause the Galatians to think of nothing but acting upon Paul’s words. 

Instead, he closed as he had begun in 1:3, wishing the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ on these believers. Grace was exactly what Paul hoped would be the result of his entire urgent letter to them—that they would return to the gospel of salvation by God’s grace alone.

Saints, Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 



15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."
Let’s Pray!

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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