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Titus 2:9-15
9 Exhort bondservants to be obedient to their own masters, to be well pleasing in all things, not answering back, 10 not pilfering, but showing all good fidelity, that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all things. 

11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 

14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works. 15 Speak these things, exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no one despise you. 

9 Exhort bondservants to be obedient to their own masters, to be well pleasing in all things, not answering back, 10 not pilfering, but showing all good fidelity, that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all things. 

Saints, slavery was common in Paul’s day. Millions of slaves occupied the empire, and many of them found their way into the early churches. 

Slavery was an institution and would not be changed overnight. Thus, Paul did not condemn the institution of slavery in any of his letters. But Paul advised both Christian slaves and masters to be loving and responsible in their conduct.

Ephesians 6:5-9
5 Bondservants, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in sincerity of heart, as to Christ; 6 not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, 7 with good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men, 

8 knowing that whatever good anyone does, he will receive the same from the Lord, whether he is a slave or free. 9 And you, masters, do the same things to them, giving up threatening, knowing that your own Master also is in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him. 

Colossians 3:22-25
22 Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God. 23 And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 

24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ. 25 But he who does wrong will be repaid for what he has done, and there is no partiality. 





1 Timothy 6:1-2
1 Let as many bondservants as are under the yoke count their own masters worthy of all honor, so that the name of God and His doctrine may not be blasphemed. 

2 And those who have believing masters, let them not despise them because they are brethren, but rather serve them because those who are benefited are believers and beloved. Teach and exhort these things. 

1 Peter 2:18-25
18 Servants, be submissive to your masters with all fear, not only to the good and gentle, but also to the harsh. 19 For this is commendable, if because of conscience toward God one endures grief, suffering wrongfully. 

20 For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, you take it patiently? But when you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this is commendable before God. 21 For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps: 

22 "Who committed no sin, Nor was deceit found in His mouth"; 23 who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously; 

24 who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness--by whose stripes you were healed. 25 For you were like sheep going astray, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

Slaves were to obey their masters by nature of their position, but the difference Paul hoped to teach them was in their attitude toward their masters and toward the work they performed. 

They should treat their masters with respect, and they should do their best to please them. They no longer served because they had to; they served because they loved the Lord and their masters and because they took pride in their work. 

That the slaves were not to talk back meant that they should not be stubborn, unmanageable, or resistant to authority. That they should not steal referred to any type of theft that might be classified as “petty larceny.” 

Slaves might be tempted to take “small” needed items, but Christian slaves must resist that temptation in order to show themselves to be entirely trustworthy and good. 

They would impress their masters and other slaves with the depth of change that God had performed in their lives, making others want to know more about the Christian faith.

11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 

John 3:16-21
16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 

18 He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19 And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 

20 For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21 But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God." 

Saints, God’s salvation was offered to all the different people in the groups he had just identified. God, by his grace, sent Christ to earth; because of Christ’s death on the cross, salvation is available to all people. 

The grace of God was revealed in Christ, referring to the incarnation. That message of grace arrived in Crete with Paul and Titus. We can hardly imagine the impact! 

When the gospel light is turned on in a place of darkness, changes are inevitable. Those who respond are transformed; those who resist and reject the message can do so, but they must face the consequences.

12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 

Saints, all of Paul’s instructions in verses 1-10 can be summed up in these two phrases. Believers must turn from godless living and sinful pleasures. 
We live in an evil world where many totally reject God’s influence in any area of life. Christians must renounce that attitude. Sinful pleasures are desires for the pleasures and activities of this world. 

1 John 2:15-17
15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world--the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life--is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever. 

Saints, believers must replace those desires with positive characteristics: self-control, right conduct, and devotion to God. 

The motivation for righteous living is looking forward to that wonderful event when the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, will be revealed.

We can look forward to Christ’s wonderful return with eager expectation and hope. Our hope makes us live each day ready morally and ethically to serve him.

14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works. 

Saints, the “great God and Savior, Jesus Christ,” whose return believers await, is the same Jesus Christ who came to earth and died for our sins. 


Christ’s act of sacrifice is summed up in the words gave his life. It indicates that he gave himself voluntarily. It was an act of love for us. He wanted to free us from every kind of sin. Christ paid the ultimate price. 

He removed our bondage to sin that made us lawless rebels. Christ has accomplished the work required to cleanse those whom he died to save. 

1 John 1:7-10
7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. 

Hebrews 9:12-14
12 Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. 13 For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, 

14 how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

Saints, this purification is a process, often called “sanctification.” We are not only free from the sentence of death for our sin, but we are also purified from sin’s influence as we grow in Christ. 
His redemption took care of the past; his purification makes the present and future an exciting and challenging prospect. Through his redemption, God made us his very own people. 

The phrase has an important Old Testament background. The basis of the covenant was God’s choosing this people and purifying them to be set apart for his special use. As people who are cleansed and restored and who understand the awesome price paid on our behalf, we should thank God. 

We should also live according to God’s will, totally committed to doing what is right. Then, when Christ returns, he will find us ready, waiting, and doing good works.

15 Speak these things, exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no one despise you. 

Saints, Paul repeated his command to Titus to be unafraid in his teaching ministry among the believers in Crete. These things referred to verses 1-10 above. 

Titus must teach or speak out (as opposed to being silent and thus allowing wrongdoing and sin), encourage (exhort, advise, commend, and/or admonish, depending on the need), and do correcting when necessary (express disapproval, reprimand if needed). 

In short, he was to persist by every means at his disposal to communicate to those in Crete what he had learned from Paul. Titus could do this on divine authority, for he had been entrusted by God with leadership gifts and with this ministry in Crete.

No doubt, as Titus exercised his God-given authority, some would ignore or disregard him, either because he was younger than they were or because they didn’t agree with his decisions. Paul had made a similar statement with respect to Timothy’s youth in:
 
1 Timothy 4:12
“Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity”

The impact of the phrase communicates the idea that neither Titus nor Timothy should allow anyone else’s definition of who they were to affect what they knew themselves to be. Titus should follow God’s leading as he completed his mission among the Cretan churches.

Saints, Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 



17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."
Let’s Pray!                   
Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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