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1 Peter 1:5-10
5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, 

7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 8 whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 

9 receiving the end of your faith--the salvation of your souls. 10 Of this salvation the prophets have inquired and searched carefully, who prophesied of the grace that would come to you, 11 searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ who was in them was indicating when He testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow.

5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

Saints, in these words, Peter answered concerns that might have arisen in the minds of persecuted believers: Will we be able to endure and remain faithful to Christ if persecution becomes more intense? 
What good is an inheritance kept in heaven if we are not kept safe?
Peter explained that, in spite of persecution and even violent death, God, in his mighty power, will protect them. 

The word translated protect is a military term used to refer to a garrison within a city. It’s an inner area of protection. 

2 Thessalonians 3:3
“But the Lord is faithful, who will establish you and guard you from the evil one”

Jude 24
“Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, And to present you faultless Before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy” 

Saints, no matter how the world persecuted or killed believers’ bodies, God was guarding their souls. Peter gave a double-locked security for believers. 

First, the inheritance is protected; Second, the believers are protected to receive that inheritance because they were trusting him.

Believers have already received salvation through their acceptance of Jesus Christ as Savior, but the fullness of that salvation, its complete rewards and blessings, will be revealed on the last day—that is, the judgment day of Christ. 

Romans 14:10
But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.
Revelation 20:11-15
11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. 

12 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books. 

13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. 14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.

Saints, what has started will be fully disclosed when he returns.

6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials,

Saints, because of the promises of the inheritance, believers can be truly glad—referring to deep, spiritual joy. 

Luke 1:46-47
And Mary said: "My soul magnifies the Lord, 47 And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior.

[bookmark: _Hlk123658843]Acts 16:34
Now when he had brought them into his house, he set food before them; and he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his household.

1 Peter 4:13
but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ's sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy.

Saints, this type of rejoicing remains, unhindered and unchanged by what happens in this present life. Believers would have to endure many trials. 

When Peter wrote of trials, he meant the response of an unbelieving world to people of faith. Christians became the target of persecution for four main reasons: 

1. They refused to worship the emperor as a god and thus were viewed as atheists and traitors. 

2. They refused to worship at pagan temples, so business for these moneymaking enterprises dropped wherever Christianity took hold. 

3. They didn’t support the Roman ideals of self, power, and conquest, and the Romans scorned the Christian ideal of self-sacrificing service. 

4. They exposed and rejected the horrible immorality of pagan culture.

Saints, grief and suffering do not happen without cause or reason. While it may never be clear to us, God must be trusted to carry out his purposes, even in times of trial. 

All believers face such trials when they let their lights shine into the darkness. 
We must accept trials as part of the refining process that burns away impurities and prepares us to meet Christ. Trials teach us patience and help us grow to be the people God wants. 

Romans 5:3-4
3 And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; 4 and perseverance, character; and character, hope. 

James 1:2-4
2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 

Saints, in comparison to the wonderful joy ahead, the trials last only for a while. Because of this they could rejoice, even as they suffered grief. 

7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 

Saints, while God may have different purposes in the trials that face his people, one overriding result of all trials is clear: they test people’s faith, showing that it is strong and pure. 

To God, believers’ faith is more precious than mere gold, the most valuable and durable substance of the time. Genuine faith is indestructible for all eternity. 
However, it may take the fire of trials, struggles, and persecutions to purify it, removing impurities and defects. God values a fire-tested or “stress-tested” faith. 

Job 23:10
Yet He knows the way I have taken; when He has tested me, I will come forth as gold.

Psalm 17:3
You have tried my heart; You have visited me in the night. You have tested me and found no evil; I have resolved not to sin with my mouth.

Psalm 66:10
For You, O God, have tested us; You have refined us like silver.

Luke 17:30
It will be just like that on the day the Son of Man is revealed.

Saints, through trials, God burns away our self-reliance and self-serving attitudes, so that our genuineness reflects his glory and brings praise to him.

How do trials prove the strength and purity of one’s faith? A person living a comfortable life may find it very easy to be a believer. But to keep one’s faith in the face of ridicule, slander, persecution, or even death proves the true value of that faith. 

Such faith results in praise and glory and honor bestowed upon the believers by God himself when Jesus Christ returns (is revealed) to judge the world and take believers home.

8 whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 

Saints, Peter had known Jesus Christ personally—talked with him, walked with him, questioned him, professed faith in him. 

Yet Peter understood that most of the believers to whom he wrote had not known Jesus in the flesh. He commended their love for him even though they had never seen him (see also John 20:29). 

John 20:29
Jesus said to him, "Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed."

Saints, and even though they could not see him, they put their trust in him. To trust him means “to put one’s confidence in,” “to depend upon.”

We, like Peter’s audience, have not ever seen Christ in the flesh, but one day our faith will be rewarded when Christ returns to take us home. On that day and for eternity, we shall see him face-to-face. 

Revelation 22:3-5
3 And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. 4 They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads. 5 There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever. 
Until then, we live by faith, with hope and joy. This ought to give us glorious, inexpressible joy.

9 receiving the end of your faith--the salvation of your souls. 

Saints, Believers express joy because of their belief in and love for Jesus Christ. The reward for trusting Christ will be the salvation of their souls. 

Believers receive salvation when they accept Jesus Christ as Savior, yet salvation will not be complete until Jesus Christ returns and makes everything new. In the meantime, we continue growing in the Christian life and experiencing more and more of the blessings of salvation. 

As we continue to believe and rejoice, we also continue to grow toward maturity in Christ and to our promised salvation.

10 Of this salvation the prophets have inquired and searched carefully, who prophesied of the grace that would come to you, 11 searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ who was in them was indicating when He testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow.

Saints, this salvation, now so clear to those who believe, had been a mystery to the Old Testament prophets who wrote about it through the inspiration of the Spirit of Christ, but wanted to know more about it. 


The prophets were amazed by the prophecies God gave them. They had many questions, and they wondered what was meant by Christ’s suffering. 

Peter was saying, “How can you be discouraged? Don’t you realize that you have seen the fulfillment of all the prophets’ yearning?” 

Jesus once said to his listeners, “Many prophets and godly people have longed to see and hear what you have seen and heard, but they could not”. 

Matthew 13:17
“For assuredly, I say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it” 

Luke 10:23-24
 23 Then He turned to His disciples and said privately, "Blessed are the eyes which see the things you see; 24 for I tell you that many prophets and kings have desired to see what you see, and have not seen it, and to hear what you hear, and have not heard it." 

Saints, the believers of Peter’s day (as well as believers today) had the privilege of understanding the prophets’ writings better than the prophets themselves had understood them. 

All of those prophets’ predictions regarding the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ had been completely fulfilled. Other prophecies concerning the end times are being or are yet to be fulfilled.

Saints, Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

Let’s Pray!                   
Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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