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The Purpose

To offer encouragement to suffering Christians 

Author

Peter The Apostle

Audience 

Jewish Christians driven out of Jerusalem and scattered across Asia Minor, and all believers everywhere

Date Written

Approximately A. D. 62-64 

Setting

Peter was in Rome when the great persecution under Emperor Nero began. Eventually Peter was executed during this persecution. Throughout the Roman Empire, Christians were being tortured and killed for their faith, and the Church in Jerusalem was being scattered. 

Key Verse

1 Peter 2:6
Therefore, it is also contained in the Scripture, "Behold, I lay in Zion A chief cornerstone, elect, precious, And he who believes on Him will by no means be put to shame."  

Special Features

Peter used several images that were very special to him because Jesus had used them when He revealed certain truths to Peter. Peter’s name which means “Rock” had been given to him by Jesus. Peter’s conception of the church, a spiritual house composed of living stones built upon Christ as the foundation which came from Christ.

Introduction

Crushed, overwhelmed, devastated, torn—these waves of feelings wash over those who suffer, obliterating hope and threatening to destroy them. Suffering has many forms—physical abuse, debilitating disease, social ostracism, persecution. 

The pain and anguish tempt a person to turn back, to surrender, to give in. Many first-century followers of Christ were suffering and being abused and persecuted for believing in and obeying Jesus. 

Beginning in Jerusalem at the hands of their Jewish brothers, the persecution spread to the rest of the world—wherever Christians gathered. It climaxed when Rome determined to rid the empire of the “Christ-ones”—those who would not bow to Caesar.

Peter knew persecution firsthand. Beaten and jailed, Peter had been threatened often. He had seen fellow Christians die and the church scattered. 
But he knew Christ, and nothing could shake his confidence in his risen Lord. So Peter wrote to the church scattered and suffering for the faith, giving comfort and hope, and urging continued loyalty to Christ. Peter begins by thanking God for salvation. 

He explains to his readers that trials will refine their faith. They should believe in spite of their circumstances; for many in past ages believed in God’s plan of salvation, even the prophets of old who wrote about it but didn’t understand it. 

But now salvation has been revealed in Christ. In response to such a great salvation, Peter commands them to live holy lives, to reverently fear and trust God, to be honest and loving, and to become like Christ.

Jesus Christ, as “the living cornerstone” upon whom the church is to be built, is also the stone that was rejected, causing those who are disobedient to stumble and fall. But the church, built upon this stone, is to be God’s holy priesthood.

Next, Peter explains how believers should live during difficult times. Christians should be above reproach, imitating Christ in all their social roles—masters and servants, husbands and wives, church members and neighbors. 

Christ should be our model for obedience to God in the midst of great suffering. Peter then outlines the right attitude to have about persecution: Expect it, be thankful for the privilege of suffering for Christ, and trust God for deliverance.

Next, Peter gives some special instructions: Elders should care for God’s flock, younger men should be submissive to those who are older, and everyone should trust God and resist Satan.
Peter concludes by introducing Silas and by sending personal greetings, possibly from the church in Rome, and from Mark. When you suffer for doing what is right, remember that following Christ is a costly commitment. 

When persecuted for your faith, rejoice that you have been counted worthy to suffer for Christ. He suffered for us; as his followers, we should expect nothing less. As we read 1 Peter, remember that trials will come to refine your faith. When they come, remain faithful to God.

1 Peter 1:1-4
1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To the pilgrims of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace be multiplied. 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 

1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To the pilgrims of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 

Saints, in the style of ancient letters, Peter began by identifying himself. He was an apostle, the title Jesus had given to the twelve disciples. 


Luke 6:12-16
12 Now it came to pass in those days that He went out to the mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God. 13 And when it was day, He called His disciples to Himself; and from them He chose twelve whom He also named apostles: 

14 Simon, whom He also named Peter, and Andrew his brother; James and John; Philip and Bartholomew; 15 Matthew and Thomas; James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon called the Zealot; 16 Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot who also became a traitor.

The title apostle designated one who had authority to set up and supervise churches and discipline them if necessary. Even more than a title of authority, “apostle” means one sent on a mission, like an envoy or ambassador. 

As an apostle of Jesus Christ, Peter wrote with authority because, like the Old Testament prophets, he wrote God’s very words. The recipients of this letter (including us) should remember Peter’s connection with Jesus, his powerful ministry, and his authority to speak.

The recipients of this letter were God’s chosen people, that is, both Jewish and Gentile Christians. Although God initiated our calling, based totally on his wisdom, we who are called still must respond and choose to follow him. 

All believers have been called and chosen by God. When people accept Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, God transfers their citizenship from the world to heaven. 


Philippians 3:20
“For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ” 

Thus, while they live on this earth, they are like foreigners in this world. The world becomes a “foreign land” to believers because their real home is heaven and they are only on earth temporarily.

The church began in Jerusalem, but before long it had spread across the Roman Empire and beyond. Peter wrote this letter to both Jewish and Gentile believers in churches scattered throughout various Roman provinces. 

Most likely, Peter planned for the letter to be circulated from one church to the next throughout each area. He may have separated the names of each province to indicate the circular route that the bearer of this letter would travel.

2 elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace be multiplied. 

Saints, this verse mentions all three members of the Triune—God the Father, God the Son (Jesus Christ), and God the Holy Spirit. God brings about our salvation and provide a threefold assurance to believers. 

Although Christians are “foreigners” in this world, they take comfort in the fact that God chose them long ago. God’s “choosing” of believers has generated fierce doctrinal differences among Christians; most of these differences come from theological and philosophical points of view about what the Bible means. 
John 15:16-21
16 You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you. 

17 These things I command you, that you love one another. 18 "If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 

20 Remember the word that I said to you, 'A servant is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they kept My word, they will keep yours also. 21 But all these things they will do to you for My name's sake, because they do not know Him who sent Me.

God alone originates and accomplishes our salvation because of his grace. We do nothing to earn it. God took the initiative and chose people before they had done anything to deserve it. He had intimate knowledge of these future believers; he knew who would believe, and he knew them personally. 

These chosen ones were known by God the Father as a father knows his children, except that God knew about them from eternity past. God is not trapped in time—what he knows is from eternity past into eternity future.






Ephesians 1:3-6
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 

5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He has made us accepted in the Beloved.

God makes his choice effective by the presence of the Holy Spirit in those who believe, resulting in obedience. Only the Spirit can draw people to a saving relationship with God. 

The Spirit comes to the chosen people to make them holy, meaning that God sees his children as holy because they have been cleaned by his Son’s shed blood. But believers also are becoming holy as they learn to live for God. 

This is called “sanctification”—the process of Christian growth through which the Holy Spirit makes us like Christ. The obvious result is that the believers obeyed. The constant cleansing from sin available to us because of Christ’s sacrifice enables us to obey God faithfully.

God’s special favor refers to his grace—given to undeserving people. Peace refers to the peace that Christ made between sinners and God through his Son’s death on the cross. Peter wanted these believers, scattered as they were across the empire’s provinces, to be united in their experience of God’s favor and peace in their daily lives.
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

Saints, Peter launched into praise of God the Father, who had chosen and cleansed the believers. All honor goes to God. The Old Testament believers praised God, but the New Testament believers praised him with an entirely new name, one never used in the Old Testament: Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

God did not exist before the Son, for the Son has always existed. 

John 1:1-3
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.

John 17:5
And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.

John 17:24
“Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the world”

God the Father sent the Son, and the Son responded in full obedience. We find God’s mercy always at the center of any discussion of salvation. Only God’s mercy would allow him to have compassion for sinful and rebellious people. 
Salvation is given to us because of God’s boundless mercy alone. That salvation is called the privilege of being born again. Jesus used this concept of new birth when he told Nicodemus that he had to be “born again” in order to see God’s Kingdom. 

Saints, in the new birth, we become dead to sin and alive to God with a fresh beginning. People can do no more to accomplish their “new birth” than they could do to accomplish their own natural birth. In his introductory comments, Peter thanked God for the new spiritual lives of the believers to whom he was writing.

Believers are born again not for this world, in which they are no more than foreigners, but for a wonderful expectation of life to come. That expectation is based on the conviction that God will keep his promises to raise us because Jesus Christ rose again from the dead. 

By rising from the dead, Christ made the necessary power available for our resurrection. 

1 Corinthians 15:22
“For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive”

Saints, Christ’s resurrection makes us certain that we too will be raised from the dead. Believers are “born again” from their sinful state into the life of grace, which, in the end, will become a life of glory. 

We shouldn’t be discouraged by earthly trials, for we have the Resurrection to be our backup.

4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 
Saints, the word translated inheritance is also used in the Old Testament to describe the inheritance to which the Jews had looked forward in the Promised Land of Canaan. 

Numbers 32:19
“For we will not inherit with them on the other side of the Jordan and beyond, because our inheritance has fallen to us on this eastern side of the Jordan."

Deuteronomy 2:12
“The Horites formerly dwelt in Seir, but the descendants of Esau dispossessed them and destroyed them from before them, and dwelt in their place, just as Israel did to the land of their possession which the LORD gave them” 

Deuteronomy 19:8-10
8 "Now if the LORD your God enlarges your territory, as He swore to your fathers, and gives you the land which He promised to give to your fathers, 9 and if you keep all these commandments and do them, which I command you today, to love the LORD your God and to walk always in His ways, then you shall add three more cities for yourself besides these three, 

10 lest innocent blood be shed in the midst of your land which the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance, and thus guilt of bloodshed be upon you. 

Saints, Christians look forward to another inheritance—eternal life with God. Jesus Christ is God’s only Son; thus he is sole heir.

Mark 12:7
"But those vinedressers said among themselves, 'This is the heir. Come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.' 
Saints, however, as children of God, believers also become heirs with Christ of this priceless inheritance.

Romans 8:16-17
16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs--heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together. 

Peter used three Greek words, each beginning with the same letter and ending with the same syllable in Greek, to describe this inheritance (aphthartos, amiantos, amarantos). 

This inheritance is pure—it won’t lose its glory or freshness. It is undefiled—it will never become unfit for us or polluted by sin. It is beyond the reach of change and decay—meaning it will never pass away, disappear, or come to ruin as the result of hostile forces. 

Saints, these words contrast this inheritance with all earthly, human possessions. Nothing in the natural order—catastrophe, sin, age, evil—can affect it. God has made it indestructible, existing for all eternity.

Believers have noncancelable and nontransferable reservations in heaven. The inheritance is kept in heaven for us. The word kept is in the perfect tense in Greek, expressing a past activity with results that continue in the present; 

God has been keeping and still keeps the inheritance there—prepared, reserved, certain, and waiting. No matter what harm might come to believers on earth, the inheritance awaits, for it is kept safe with God.
Saints, Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  
Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

Let’s Pray!                   
Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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