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1 Peter 2:18-25
18 Servants, be submissive to your masters with all fear, not only to the good and gentle, but also to the harsh. 19 For this is commendable, if because of conscience toward God one endures grief, suffering wrongfully. 20 For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, you take it patiently? But when you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this is commendable before God. 

21 For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps: 22 "Who committed no sin, Nor was deceit found in His mouth"; 23 who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously; 

24 who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness--by whose stripes you were healed. 25 For you were like sheep going astray, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

18 Servants, be submissive to your masters with all fear, not only to the good and gentle, but also to the harsh. 

Saints, Peter had already commanded believers to accept authority. Here he specifically addressed Christians who were slaves in pagan homes. The Greek word means a household servant. 
Peter called these servants to accept the authority of their masters, meaning that they should cooperate, be loyal, and willingly obey. Like Paul, Peter neither condemned nor condoned slavery.

Colossians 3:12-15
12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 

14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful. 
 
Saints, to attempt to rebel against the system would only bring the wrath of the powerful Roman Empire and would hurt the cause of the gospel. 

So the apostles suggested that the believers should live within the system, hoping to transform it by first transforming lives through salvation in Jesus Christ. 

Thus Peter commanded that the believing slaves simply serve well and show respect, not just to Christian masters or to those who were kind and reasonable, but also to masters who were harsh. 

It would take God’s grace for Christian slaves to loyally and obediently serve such a master. Peter encouraged loyalty and perseverance even in the face of unjust treatment.

19 For this is commendable, if because of conscience toward God one endures grief, suffering wrongfully. 
Saints, many of the readers of this letter, slaves who had become Christians, would have known all too well what it meant to patiently endure unfair treatment. 

2 Timothy 2:10-14
10 Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 11 This is a faithful saying: For if we died with Him, We shall also live with Him. 12 If we endure, We shall also reign with Him. If we deny Him, He also will deny us. 

13 If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself. 14 Remind them of these things, charging them before the Lord not to strive about words to no profit, to the ruin of the hearers. 

Saints. it would please God if these believers trusted him as they endured “pain” (referring to mental, not physical, anguish) caused by unjust suffering. 

2 Corinthians 6:3-7
3 We give no offense in anything, that our ministry may not be blamed. 4 But in all things we commend ourselves as ministers of God: in much patience, in tribulations, in needs, in distresses, 5 in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in fastings; 

6 by purity, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Spirit, by sincere love, 7 by the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armor of righteousness on the right hand and on the left… 

Being patient for the sake of their conscience means that when they suffered, they were remembering God’s care and love for them even as they suffered. 

They focused on the fact that they were suffering injustice as Christ had suffered injustice, and they knew that one day God would right all wrongs. 

This gave them the proper attitude, enabled them to persevere, and kept their practice from being mere passive acceptance.

20 For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, you take it patiently? But when you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this is commendable before God. 

Saints, while bearing the pain of unjust suffering is commendable before God, there is no special commendation for patiently bearing punishment that is deserved. The word for beaten means to strike with one’s fist). 

Mark 14:63-65
63 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, "What further need do we have of witnesses? 64 You have heard the blasphemy! What do you think?" And they all condemned Him to be worthy of death. 

65 Then some began to spit on Him, and to blindfold Him, and to beat Him, and to say to Him, "Prophesy!" And the officers struck Him with the palms of their hands. 

Christian slaves who patiently endured suffering when they had done nothing to deserve it would please God. However, if they suffered for doing wrong, then they would get no credit.

21 For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps: 

Saints, why have believers been called to suffering? Because such suffering was endured by Christ. Jesus had told Peter and the other disciples at the Last Supper: 

John 15:20
“A servant is not greater than the master. Since they persecuted me, naturally they will persecute you”

When we patiently suffer injustice, we are following our supreme example in Christ.

Saints, the believers were to follow in his steps means to follow in Jesus’ complete peace and trust in God. Christ has given believers an example of how they are to face injustice and persecution. 

Philippians 1:29-30
29 For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake, 30 having the same conflict which you saw in me and now hear is in me. 

Peter set up Christ as the model for the believers to follow; his example would have greatly comforted these believers, who soon would be persecuted for their faith. 

Saints, they should face injustice from harsh masters or from other authorities with supreme dignity, trusting God’s control.

22 "Who committed no sin, Nor was deceit found in His mouth"; 

Saints, Peter quoted from Isaiah 53:9, Isaiah’s prophecy about the suffering of the coming Messiah. 

Isaiah 53:9
“And they made His grave with the wicked--But with the rich at His death, Because He had done no violence, Nor was any deceit in His mouth”

Saints, Christ’s suffering was completely unjust because he never sinned or deceived anyone; there was no good reason for his being condemned to death (even Pilate saw that—see John 19:4).

John 19:4
Pilate then went out again, and said to them, "Behold, I am bringing Him out to you, that you may know that I find no fault in Him." 

Saints, from personal experience Peter knew that Jesus was perfect. He had lived and traveled with Jesus for three years. 

Intimate relationships often reveal the worst in people, but Peter had seen the truth of the prophet’s words. Christ was completely sinless in his life and in his words.

23 who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously; 
Saints, this is another prophetic scripture from Isaiah 53, this time verse 7: 

Isaiah 53:7
“He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth“ 

Saints, Jesus did not retaliate, nor did he threaten. How tempting it must have been to expose the liars at his trial, to come down from the cross in a great display of power, or to blast his enemies with God’s wrath. 

Romans 12:19-21
19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord. 20 Therefore "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head." 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Saints, Jesus left his case in the hands of Father God, who always judges fairly. Jesus suffered patiently because he knew that God would have the final say. 

Jesus regarded God as sovereign, so he put the outcome of his life in God’s hands. Believers can entrust themselves and their suffering into God’s hands. 

Knowing that God will ultimately right all wrongs is a great comfort to believers who are suffering, and it helps them respond correctly in their sufferings.

24 who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness--by whose stripes you were healed. 

Saints, this phrase also comes from Isaiah 53: He personally carried away our sins (from 53:12); 

Isaiah 53:12
“Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, And He shall divide the spoil with the strong, Because He poured out His soul unto death, And He was numbered with the transgressors, And He bore the sin of many, And made intercession for the transgressors” 

you have been healed by his wounds (from 53:5)

Isaiah 53:5
“But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed”

Saints, only Christ himself, the sinless Son of God, could bear our sins on the cross. Christ took the death penalty for sin, dying in our place, so that we would not have to suffer the punishment that we deserve. 

In a transaction we cannot comprehend, God placed the sins of the world on Jesus Christ, so we can be dead to sin and live for what is right. 

Because all our wrongdoing is forgiven, we are reconciled to God. All who believe in Jesus Christ as Savior can have this new life and live in union with him. 

Our evil desires, our bondage to sin, and our love of sin died with Christ on the cross. This is called substitutionary atonement. Jesus died as our substitute; his wounds have healed ours.

25 For you were like sheep going astray, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

Saints, this verse also echoes Isaiah: Once you were wandering like lost sheep (from 53:6). 

Isaiah 53:6
“All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all” 

Saints, sheep need the constant protection of a shepherd or they will wander away, following their noses and sometimes getting into great danger. 

People can be like that, wandering through life in whatever direction circumstances might take them. But that was in the past; now you have turned to your Shepherd, the Guardian of your souls. 

At conversion, each believer returns from going his or her own way (the way of sin). 

Peter described God as a “Shepherd” who tirelessly looks after the sheep, guiding and protecting them. 





Psalm 23:1-4
1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2 He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters. 3 He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness For His name's sake. 

4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 

Ezekiel 34:11-16
11'For thus says the Lord GOD: "Indeed I Myself will search for My sheep and seek them out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his flock on the day he is among his scattered sheep, so will I seek out My sheep and deliver them from all the places where they were scattered on a cloudy and dark day. 

13 And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them to their own land; I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, in the valleys and in all the inhabited places of the country. 

14 I will feed them in good pasture, and their fold shall be on the high mountains of Israel. There they shall lie down in a good fold and feed in rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15 I will feed My flock, and I will make them lie down," says the Lord GOD. 

16 I will seek what was lost and bring back what was driven away, bind up the broken and strengthen what was sick; but I will destroy the fat and the strong, and feed them in judgment." 



Luke 15:5-7
5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!' 7 I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance. 

John 10:11-16
11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep. 12 But a hireling, he who is not the shepherd, one who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf catches the sheep and scatters them. 

13 The hireling flees because he is a hireling and does not care about the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by My own. 15 As the Father knows Me, even so I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. 

16 And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd.

Saints, whatever trials and difficulties they might face, the Shepherd would always be by their side, and the Guardian of their souls would protect and seal them for eternity.

Saints, Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!




1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."


Let’s Pray!
Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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