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1 Peter 2:6-10
6 Therefore it is also contained in the Scripture, "Behold, I lay in Zion A chief cornerstone, elect, precious, And he who believes on Him will by no means be put to shame." 7 Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are disobedient, "The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone," 

8 and "A stone of stumbling And a rock of offense." They stumble, being disobedient to the word, to which they also were appointed. 9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy. 

6 Therefore it is also contained in the Scripture, "Behold, I lay in Zion A chief cornerstone, elect, precious, And he who believes on Him will by no means be put to shame."

Saints, to support his words in 2:4-5, Peter quoted from the Scriptures, citing several Old Testament passages. 

First, in Isaiah 28:16, God promised to establish a cornerstone, the first stone laid in a building, making the foundation stable and the walls plumb and square. 

Isaiah 28:16
Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: "Behold, I lay in Zion a stone for a foundation, A tried stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation; Whoever believes will not act hastily. 

Saints, that this stone would be laid in Jerusalem meant not only that Christ had lived in and around Jerusalem, 

but also that this new building (the Christian church and the new covenant) with Christ as the cornerstone would actually replace the old building (the Jerusalem Temple and the old covenant).

Saints, this cornerstone is a person, and anyone who believes in him will never be disappointed (see also Romans 9:33; 10:11). 

Romans 9:33
As it is written: "Behold, I lay in Zion a stumbling stone and rock of offense, And whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame." 

Romans 10:11
For the Scripture says, "Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame."  

Saints, Christians will sometimes face disappointment in this life, but their trust in God is never misplaced. God will not let them down. These words greatly comforted believers facing persecution. 

As a building rests on its cornerstone, so believers rest on Christ. We can safely put our confidence in Christ because he will certainly give to us the eternal life he promises. 

7 Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are disobedient, "The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone," 

Saints, to you who believe addressed the Christians to whom Peter wrote as well as Christians today. Jesus Christ is indeed precious, meaning highly valued or esteemed. Not only is Christ precious to the Father, he is also precious to those who follow him.

1 Corinthians 1:18-19
18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, And bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent." 

2 Corinthians 2:15
“For we are to God the fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing”

Saints, while this is true, most scholars take issue with this translation of the Greek text, saying that this is an unlikely rendering of the Greek. 

They prefer that this phrase be translated, “Therefore the honor [or preciousness] is to you, the believers” or “This honor belongs to you who believe.” 

Saints, it also contrasts the preciousness of believers, and the honor they will receive, with the dishonor and shame facing those who reject Christ. 

While believers receive preciousness and honor from God, unbelievers face a different result. They do not regard the Stone as precious and chosen; instead, they reject him. 

Jesus referred to these words when he spoke of being rejected by his own people.

Matthew 21:42
Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the Scriptures: 'The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone. This was the LORD's doing, And it is marvelous in our eyes'? 

Luke 20:17-19
17 Then He looked at them and said, "What then is this that is written: 'The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone'? 18 "Whoever falls on that stone will be broken; but on whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder." 19 And the chief priests and the scribes that very hour sought to lay hands on Him, but they feared the people--for they knew that He had spoken this parable against them. 

Saints, Peter used “builders” to refer to all people across the ages who toss Christ aside like an unwanted stone, choosing to build the foundations of their lives on something else. However, 

they were mistaken to reject him because God took the rejected stone and made it the cornerstone of the church.

8 and "A stone of stumbling And a rock of offense." They stumble, being disobedient to the word, to which they also were appointed. 
Saints, quoting once again from the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 8:14), Peter further explained that not only were the builders who rejected the stone humiliated that it later became the cornerstone, they also had stumbled and fallen over this stone. 

Isaiah 8:14
He will be as a sanctuary, But a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense To both the houses of Israel, As a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

Saints, the word “stumbled” can mean tripping and falling, or it can mean taking offense at or rejecting something or someone. 

Peter explained that they stumble because they do not listen to God’s word or obey it—this disobedience refers not to slipups by one who tries to obey; 

rather it means outright rejection of the Word and the Messiah that the Word promised, and a rebellious stance toward God. Some stumble over Christ because they reject him or refuse to believe that he is who he claims to be. 

They have stumbled over the one person who could save them, and they have fallen into God’s hands for judgment.

Their stumbling and disobedience were planned by God. What does that mean? Some scholars take 1 Thessalonians 5:9 and Romans 9:22-23 to prove double predestination. 





1 Thessalonians 5:8-11
8 But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him. 11 Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as you also are doing. 

Romans 9:22-23
22 What if God, wanting to show His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 23 and that He might make known the riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy, which He had prepared beforehand for glory…

Saints, this means that some are predestined to belief unto salvation, and others are predestined to disbelief unto damnation. 

It would be more natural here to take Peter’s point to be that God has predestined punishment for those who disbelieve, so that only the consequence of disbelief is ordained. 

The fact of predestination does not imply that all our choices are predetermined. Because God is not limited by time as we are, he “sees” past, present, and future at the same time. 

Parents sometimes “know” how their children will behave before the fact. We don’t conclude from these parents’ foreknowledge that they made their children act that way. 

God’s foreknowledge, insofar as we can understand it, means that God knows who will accept the offer of salvation and who will reject it.
Saints, to explain foreknowledge and predestination in any way that implies that every action and choice we make has been not only pre-known, but even predetermined, seems to contradict those 

Scriptures that declare that our choices are real, that they matter, and that there are consequences to the choices we make. Those who choose to disobey will stumble and fall.

9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 

Saints, this verse contrasts the privilege and destiny of believers with that of unbelievers. Believers are a chosen people, a distinct group from the rest of the world, unified by the Holy Spirit. 

Just as the nation of Israel had been God’s chosen people, Christians have become God’s people, not by physical birth into a certain race but by spiritual rebirth into God’s family through Jesus Christ.

Believers also are a kingdom of priests, God’s holy nation.

Exodus 19:6
And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words which you shall speak to the children of Israel." 
 
Saints, being part of a “priesthood” is a high honor for believers. Christians speak of “the priesthood of all believers.” In Old Testament times, people did not approach God directly. 
Instead, a priest would act as an intermediary between God and sinful human beings. With Christ’s victory on the cross, that pattern changed. Now believers can come directly into God’s presence without fear. 

Hebrews 4:16
“Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need” 

Also Saints, they have been given the responsibility of bringing others to him. 

2 Corinthians 5:18-21
18 Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 

20 Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God. 21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

Saints, united with Christ as members of his body, believers join in his priestly work of reconciling God and people. “Holy nation” refers to Christians as a people who are distinct from all the others because of their devotion to God.

Believers are God’s very own possession. Similar language is found in Exodus and Malachi


Exodus 19:5
Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. 

Malachi 3:17
"They shall be Mine," says the LORD of hosts, "On the day that I make them My jewels. And I will spare them As a man spares his own son who serves him."

God’s people are those who are faithful to him; thus this refers to Christians. God’s special people are to show others the goodness of God, for he called you out of the darkness into his wonderful light. 

Christians were redeemed with a special purpose—to glorify and praise the one who has called them out of the darkness of sin and of their hostile surroundings into the light of eternal life.

10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy. 

Saints, this verse is an adaptation of Hosea. Hosea, God’s prophet, was describing God’s rejection of Israel, followed by future restoration. 







Hosea 1:9-10
9 Then God said: "Call his name Lo-Ammi, For you are not My people, And I will not be your God. 10 "Yet the number of the children of Israel Shall be as the sand of the sea, Which cannot be measured or numbered. And it shall come to pass In the place where it was said to them, 'You are not My people,' There it shall be said to them, 'You are sons of the living God.' 

Hosea 2:23
Then I will sow her for Myself in the earth, And I will have mercy on her who had not obtained mercy; Then I will say to those who were not My people, 'You are My people!' And they shall say, 'You are my God!' "

Saints, Paul used these same verses from Hosea and applied them to the Gentile believers (Romans 9:25-26). 

Romans 9:25-26
25 As He says also in Hosea: "I will call them My people, who were not My people, And her beloved, who was not beloved." 26 "And it shall come to pass in the place where it was said to them,
'You are not My people,' There they shall be called sons of the living God." 

Peter applied these verses to the New Testament church as a whole. Just as Israel had been, at one time, rejected by God without any hope of forgiveness for their sins, so Christians had been, at one time, rejected by God without any hope of mercy. 

But believers are now the people of God because they have been chosen by him and have received his mercy. “Mercy” means God’s compassionate treatment of us even though we deserve the full measure of his justice. 
God had no obligation to gather a people together to whom he would show mercy; not one of us deserves his slightest concern. 

God drawing a people unto himself and lavishing mercy on them gives overwhelming evidence of his great love. This mercy ought to affect the way every believer lives, as Peter will point out in the following verses.

Saints, Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 






1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

Let’s Pray!

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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