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1 Peter 2:1-5
1 Therefore, laying aside all malice, all guile, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, 2 as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby, 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious.4 Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, 

5 you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

1 Therefore, laying aside all malice, all guile, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, 

Saints, in the style of ancient letters, Peter began by identifying himself. He was an apostle, the title Jesus had given to the twelve disciples.

Luke 6:13
And when it was day, He called His disciples to Himself; and from them He chose twelve whom He also named apostles: 
 
Saints, the title apostle designated one who had authority to set up and supervise churches and discipline them if necessary. 

Even more than a title of authority, “apostle” means one sent on a mission, like an envoy or ambassador. 
As an apostle of Jesus Christ, Peter wrote with authority because, like the Old Testament prophets, he wrote God’s very words. The recipients of this letter (including us) should remember Peter’s connection with Jesus, his powerful ministry, and his authority to speak.

The recipients of this letter were God’s chosen people, that is, both Jewish and Gentile Christians. Although God initiated our calling, based totally on his wisdom, we who are called still must respond and choose to follow him. 

All believers have been called and chosen by God. When people accept Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, God transfers their citizenship from the world to heaven. 

Philippians 3:20
“For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ”

Saints, thus, while they live on this earth, they are like foreigners in this world. The world becomes a “foreign land” to believers because their real home is heaven and they are only on earth temporarily.

The church began in Jerusalem, but before long it had spread across the Roman Empire and beyond. Peter wrote this letter to both Jewish and Gentile believers in churches scattered throughout various Roman provinces. 

Most likely, Peter planned for the letter to be circulated from one church to the next throughout each area. He may have separated the names of each province to indicate the circular route that the bearer of this letter would travel.
2 as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby, 

Saints, as newborn babies crave milk, so born-again believers should crave (long for) pure spiritual milk that will nourish them and help them grow to maturity. 

This points to the word of God, which provides spiritual life to those who partake of it. Like milk, the essential nourishment for babies, God’s word sustains life and gives growth. 

The purity of God’s word means that there is no imperfection, no flaws, no dilutions, and that it will not deceive or lead people astray. (Note that “milk” is used in a positive context. 

This verse should not be compared to 1 Corinthians 3:2 and Hebrews 5:12-13, where the writers employed a similar metaphor but used milk—in contrast to meat—as depicting the diet of immature believers.)

1 Corinthians 3:1-3
1 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ. 2 I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it, and even now you are still not able; 3 for you are still carnal. 

Hebrews 5:12-14
12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 
14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. 

Saints, Peter was saying that believers should always crave more and more of God’s word in the same way that a baby cries for milk. 

Then, by taking that nourishment, believers can grow into the fullness of their salvation. Salvation is an ongoing experience from the time of the new birth until the time Christ returns. At that time, salvation will be completed. 

In the meantime, as we live on this earth, we must constantly partake of God’s word so that we can “grow up” in our salvation. We must not remain spiritual babies, but become mature in Christ.

2 Peter 3:18
“but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen”

3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious.

Saints, Peter picked up the beautiful invitation in Psalms34:8 and placed it in the past tense for these believers: 

Psalm 34:8
Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good; Blessed is the man who trusts in Him!

Jeremiah 15:16
Your words were found, and I ate them, And Your word was to me the joy and rejoicing of my heart; For I am called by Your name, O LORD God of hosts.
Saints, the believers had already taken that first step in following God by accepting his salvation, and had been given a taste of the Lord’s kindness. 

As they lived out their Christian lives, growing to maturity in the faith, they were tasting more and more of the Lord’s goodness. That should only serve to whet their appetites. 

The more we taste God’s goodness, the more tasteless other worldly options will become. We must not fill our lives with cheap substitutes so that we lose our craving for the truth contained in God’s word.

4 Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, 

Saints, using a new metaphor here, Peter employed Old Testament imagery to describe believers’ relationship with God. Believers can constantly come to (or approach) Christ. 

The words “come to” do not refer to initial salvation, but to constantly drawing near and coming into Christ’s presence. In the Old Testament, only the priests had that privilege; under the new covenant, all believers can enter into God’s presence at any time, with any need.

Peter described Christ as a living cornerstone; the “stone” imagery is taken from Psalms118:22 and other Old Testament passages quoted in the following verses. 

Psalm 118:22
“The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone” 
Jesus had applied these words to himself when he spoke of being rejected by his own people. 

Matthew 21:42
Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the Scriptures: 'The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone. This was the LORD's doing, And it is marvelous in our eyes'?

Saints, Peter had quoted this verse in his speech on the day of Pentecost (Acts 4:11-12). Peter added the adjective “living.” 

Acts 4:11-12
11 This is the 'stone which was rejected by you builders, which has become the chief cornerstone.'  12 Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved." 

Saints, Christ lives and imparts life to those who believe in him. He is precious to God who chose him. Although chosen and precious to God, Christ had to suffer greatly in order to accomplish God’s will—it was his “precious blood” that redeemed us. 

Therefore, believers are also very precious to God. Peter encouraged these persecuted believers by telling them that they, like Christ, had been chosen by God.

1 Peter 2:9-10
9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy. 

5 you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

Saints, Peter carried the imagery further, describing believers also as living stones because they are made alive by Christ, the living cornerstone. 

If these “stones” are “living,” then what activities should they be doing? First of all, they should welcome being built into God’s spiritual temple. Because God is spirit (John 4:24), he lives in a spiritual house among his people, no longer in any particular physical building.

John 5:24
"Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life. 

Saints, believers not only are the stones that make up God’s spiritual house, but they also serve there as holy priests, who offer the spiritual sacrifices. This is a twofold metaphor. We are both the temple (see 1 Corinthians 6:19) and the priests who serve in it. 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20
19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 20 For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God's.


Saints, just as priests served in the temple, so believers are to be priests. Peter used words from Exodus 19:6, where God promised Israel that they would be “a kingdom of priests” and a “holy nation” if they remained obedient to God. God’s people, all who believe in Jesus Christ, have become this holy priesthood. 

Exodus 19:6
“And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words which you shall speak to the children of Israel." 

The Old Testament priests entered God’s presence at specific times and only after carefully following ritual cleansing instructions; God’s people can enter God’s presence at any time, for they have been cleansed by the Holy Spirit.

Hebrews 4:16
Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

The Old Testament priests offered animal sacrifices in the Temple; God’s people offer sacrifices too, but these are “spiritual sacrifices” (see Romans 12:1; Ephesians 5:2; Philippians 4:18; Hebrews 13:15-16). 
Romans 12:1
“beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service”

Ephesians 5:2
“And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma” 

Philippians 4:18
“Indeed I have all and abound. I am full, having received from Epaphroditus the things sent from you, a sweet-smelling aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well pleasing to God”

Hebrews 13:15-16
15 Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name. 16 But do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.

Saints, we see from Scripture that every part of our lives—our jobs, activities, recreation, attitudes, giving, outlook, goals—should be given as a spiritual sacrifice to God. 

When we learn to please God and follow his directions and guidance, all we do delights him. These sacrifices are “spiritual” because we can only give ourselves to God with the Holy Spirit’s help. 

Just as the aroma of the Old Testament sacrifices pleased God, so our service can be a sweet aroma to God, continually giving him delight.

Saints, Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 
15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."
Let’s Pray!

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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