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1 Peter 3:1-6
1 Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that even if some do not obey the word, they, without a word, may be won by the conduct of their wives, 2 when they observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear. 

3 Do not let your adornment be merely outward--arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine apparel-- 4 rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God. 

5 For in this manner, in former times, the holy women who trusted in God also adorned themselves, being submissive to their own husbands, 6 as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, whose daughters you are if you do good and are not afraid with any terror. 

1 Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that even if some do not obey the word, they, without a word, may be won by the conduct of their wives, 2 when they observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear. 

The phrase in the same way (or “likewise,” homoios) most likely referred “Accept all authority.” 

The word homoios has a slightly different slant than the word kathos, another word that is translated “in the same way.” 

Saints, if Peter had used the word kathos, he would have meant that wives should serve their husbands in the same way that slaves serve their masters. 

However, the word homoios focuses the comparison in other areas. 

Saints, while wives are to serve their husbands “in the same way” as slaves serve their masters, Peter was not saying that wives were slaves. 

Instead, the wives’ service should have positive motives (“for the Lord’s sake,” and should be consistent no matter what the attitude of the one in authority “even if they are harsh,”

Christian wives were to accept the authority of their husbands in obedience to Christ to keep harmony in the family and to encourage unbelieving husbands to believe.

Submission of the wife to the husband is an often misunderstood concept, although it is taught in several places in the New Testament.

Ephesians 5:24
“Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything”

Colossians 3:18
“Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord”
Saints, it may be the least popular Christian teaching in society. These texts do not teach the general subjugation of all women under all men. 

The principle of submission does not require a woman to become a doormat. When a Christian wife interacted with an unbelieving husband, she needed to be submissive according to cultural norms in order to save her marriage and sometimes even her life. 

But she ought not participate in her husband’s pagan religion or submit to actions that dishonored God. However, when both wife and husband were Christians, the woman should respect the God-given authority of her husband, 

while the husband exercised his authority in a loving and gentle manner. For marriage and family relationships to run smoothly, there must be one appointed leader—and God has appointed the husband and father. 

The wife should willingly follow her husband’s leadership in Christ, acknowledging that this is his responsibility. Submission does not mean blind obedience, nor does it mean inferiority. 

A wife who accepts her husband’s authority is accepting the relationship that God has designed and giving her husband leadership and responsibility.

In the first century, when a man became a Christian, he usually would bring his whole family into the church with him (see, for example, the story of the conversion of the Philippian jailer: 



Acts 16:29-34
29 Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 And he brought them out and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" 31 So they said, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household." 32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 

33 And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And immediately he and all his family were baptized. 34 Now when he had brought them into his house, he set food before them; and he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his household. 

Saints, by contrast, a woman who became a Christian usually came into the church alone. 

Under Roman law, the husband and father had absolute authority over all members of his household, including his wife. 

A wife who demanded her rights as a free woman in Christ could endanger her marriage and her life if her husband disapproved. Instead, 

she should live her new faith through pure, godly behavior. Peter reassured Christian women who were married to unbelievers that they need not preach to their husbands; their husbands would see their godly lives. 

At the very least, the men would then allow these wives to continue practicing their faith. At best, their husbands would become Christians too.

3 Do not let your adornment be merely outward--arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine apparel-- 4 rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God. 

Saints, as today, society’s focus was on outward beauty. Such beauty was achieved in fancy hairstyles, expensive jewelry, and beautiful clothes. 

But Peter contrasted putting beautiful “things” on the outside to make oneself beautiful, versus revealing the natural inner beauty that a Christian woman should have because of Christ.


This passage is teaching that women should not count on their beauty coming from outward adornments, not that women can’t braid their hair or wear gold jewelry or nice clothes.

Saints, Paul wrote almost the exact words to the women in the Ephesian church: 

1 Timothy 2:9-10
9 in like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and moderation, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or costly clothing, 10 but, which is proper for women professing godliness, with good works.

Saints, Christian women should not be obsessed by fashion or overly concerned with their outward appearance. 

On the other hand, neither should they be so unconcerned that they do not bother to care for themselves. 
Beauty and adornments have their place, but they must be kept in proper perspective. Christian women should let their beauty come from within, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit. 

Their beauty should come from their personality, and the attitudes, thoughts, and motivations that are revealed in words and actions. For believers, this inner self has been transformed by the Holy Spirit. 

To be “gentle” means showing humility, consideration of others, not insisting on one’s own rights, not being pushy or overly assertive. 

Galatians 5:23
gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 

Saints, to be “quiet” refers to the same attitude as that described by “gentle,” also focusing on not causing dissensions with inappropriate words or gossip.

5 For in this manner, in former times, the holy women who trusted in God also adorned themselves, being submissive to their own husbands, 6 as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, whose daughters you are if you do good and are not afraid with any terror. 

Saints, the holy women of the past were both holy and beautiful, not because they lived perfect lives and had perfect looks, but because they trusted God. 

Another ancient writer understood this: 


Proverbs 31:30
“Charm is deceptive, and beauty does not last; but a woman who fears the Lord will be greatly praised”  

These women trusted in God and knew how to submit to the authority God had established, by accepting the authority of their husbands.

Peter used one woman in particular as an example: Sarah, who obeyed her husband, Abraham, when she called him her master. 

Peter commended her attitude of obedience, hanging his argument on Sarah’s use of “master.” Sarah’s submission certainly wasn’t slavish. She insisted that Hagar and Ishmael (Abraham’s other wife and first son) be sent away. 

Abraham didn’t like it, but went along with her request. Apparently God approved of Sarah’s request as supported by his answer to Abraham, “Do just as Sarah says”

Genesis 21:12
“But God said to Abraham, "Do not let it be displeasing in your sight because of the lad or because of your bondwoman. Whatever Sarah has said to you, listen to her voice; for in Isaac your seed shall be called: 

Why did Peter use Sarah as an example? Sarah was considered the mother of God’s people (as Abraham was the father, according to God’s covenant promises, Genesis 12:1-3. 




Genesis 12:1-3
1 Now the LORD had said to Abram: "Get out of your country, From your family And from your father's house, To a land that I will show you. 2 I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name great; And you shall be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse him who curses you; And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed." 

Not only was Sarah an example to be followed because of her faithfulness to God and to her husband (she did submit to Abraham to have the child), 

but also because she was the mother of all believers—under the old covenant, the mother of the Jewish nation; under the new covenant, the mother of all who believe (see Galatians 4:22-26). 

Galatians 4:22-26
22 For it is written that Abraham had two sons: the one by a bondwoman, the other by a freewoman. 23 But he who was of the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and he of the freewoman through promise, 

24 which things are symbolic. For these are the two covenants: the one from Mount Sinai which gives birth to bondage, which is Hagar-- 25 for this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children-- 26 but the Jerusalem above is free, which is the mother of us all.

Saints, Peter saw Christian women as true daughters of Sarah, and thus true daughters of God. So they should do what is right without fear of what your husbands might do. 

A Christian woman’s faith in God would help her not to be afraid. In context, this could refer to them not fearing the physical harm that might come to them from their husbands, 

not fearing the result of submitting to their husbands, or not fearing what might happen if they had to disobey their husbands because their husbands asked them to do wrong or evil acts. 

It could also refer to the theme of persecution throughout this letter, recommending that these women not be afraid of anything that might come upon them or their families. 

But in this context, their fear and hope in God allowed them both to reverence  and not fear their husbands.

Saints, Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 



17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."
Let’s Pray!
Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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