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2 Peter 2:8-17
8(for that righteous man, dwelling among them, tormented his righteous soul from day to day by seeing and hearing their lawless deeds)—9 then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations and to reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of judgment, 

10 and especially those who walk according to the flesh in the lust of uncleanness and despise authority. They are presumptuous, self-willed. They are not afraid to speak evil of dignitaries, 11 whereas angels, who are greater in power and might, do not bring a reviling accusation against them before the Lord. 

12 But these, like natural brute beasts made to be caught and destroyed, speak evil of the things they do not understand, and will utterly perish in their own corruption, 13 and will receive the wages of unrighteousness, as those who count it pleasure to carouse in the daytime. They are spots and blemishes, carousing in their own deceptions while they feast with you, 

14 having eyes full of adultery and that cannot cease from sin, beguiling unstable souls. They have a heart trained in covetous practices, and are accursed children. 15 They have forsaken the right way and gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; 

16 but he was rebuked for his iniquity: a dumb donkey speaking with a man's voice restrained the madness of the prophet. 17 These are wells without water, clouds carried by a tempest, for whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever. 
 
8(for that righteous man, dwelling among them, tormented his righteous soul from day to day by seeing and hearing their lawless deeds)—

Saints, Peter described Lot as a righteous man who was horrified by the evil in the city. 

Peter’s statements about Lot’s righteousness must be considered in their proper context. 

Similar to how Noah was an island of righteousness surrounded by a sea of iniquity, Lot was surrounded by extremely “wicked,” “filthy,” “lawless” citizens of Sodom . 

Although Lot was far from perfect, he was not a wicked, lawless unrighteous citizen of Sodom; he was righteous. Lot separated himself from the unlawfulness of the inhabitants of Sodom and was even tormented “day to day by seeing and hearing their lawless deeds” 

Angel visitors rescued Lot and his family by taking them away from the city before it was destroyed. The Genesis account does not make Lot appear to have been very “righteous” at all. 

But for all his flaws, Lot stood out as a righteous man in an extremely evil society. When God chose to bring swift and complete judgment on the evil of these cities, he also graciously saved his own.
Just as God rescued Lot from Sodom, so he is able to rescue us from the temptations and trials we face in a wicked world. Lot was not sinless, but he put his trust in God and was spared when Sodom was destroyed. 

God will punish those who cause the temptations and trials, so we need never worry about justice being done.

9 then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations and to reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of judgment, 

Saints, these words were comforting to Peter’s readers and continue to be comforting to believers today. The Lord knows how to rescue godly people from their trials. 

Noah and Lot had stood the “trial,” staying true to God alone while surrounded by sin and hatred. The early Christians also lived in a hostile environment, often facing persecution. If they could stand firm, they would be rescued.

The examples cited above also show that God knows how to punish the wicked right up until the day of judgment. Peter’s wording refers back to 2:4, which speaks of the rebellious angels being “kept” until the “judgment.” 

Scholars have debated the meaning of this verse. Peter may have meant that the unrighteous (his focus was still the false teachers and their followers,) were under punishment in this life, will be punished after death, and will face destruction at that final day of judgment. 


Revelation 20:11-15
11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. 

12 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books. 

13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. 14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire. 

Saints, others have taken Peter’s words to mean that sinners who have died are presently suffering as they await the final judgment. Finally, 

others place the words in the future tense—that the unrighteous are being kept now for a future judgment. 

The last interpretation seems most likely because Peter points to final deliverance for the righteous at the Lord’s return, so the false teachers’ destiny is set for them at the great judgment.

10 and especially those who walk according to the flesh in the lust of uncleanness and despise authority. They are presumptuous, self-willed. They are not afraid to speak evil of dignitaries, 
Saints, the certainty of the punishment described in the previous verses is for all evil people, but he is especially hard on those who follow their own evil, lustful desires and who despise authority. 

This wording refers to sexual promiscuity, immorality, and even perverted sexual practices. “Authority” could refer to church leaders, angelic powers (as in the remainder of this verse, below),

 or to the false teachers’ denial of Christ. Most likely, the authority despised by the false teachers referred to all three; they didn’t want anyone over them. 

The false teachers lived as they pleased and laughed at the prospect of a Second Coming and judgment by God. Peter wanted to make it clear that people would not get away with such sin.

With pride and arrogance, they dared even to scoff at the glorious ones. 

Jude 8-10
8 Likewise also these dreamers defile the flesh, reject authority, and speak evil of dignitaries. 9 Yet Michael the archangel, in contending with the devil, when he disputed about the body of Moses, dared not bring against him a reviling accusation, but said, "The Lord rebuke you!" 

10 But these speak evil of whatever they do not know; and whatever they know naturally, like brute beasts, in these things they corrupt themselves. 

Saints, scholars have considered these “glorious ones” to be church leaders, angels, or fallen angels. 
The most widely held opinion is that these “glorious ones” are the fallen angels—the guilty celestial beings who deserve condemnation—thus, they are the fallen angels also mentioned. 

The false teachers “slandered” the spiritual realities they did not understand, perhaps by taking Satan’s power lightly and doubting the existence of supernatural evil powers. 

They lived immoral lives and, when rebuked for doing so and thus following Satan, they would simply laugh at the idea of Satan at all.

11 whereas angels, who are greater in power and might, do not bring a reviling accusation against them before the Lord. 

Saints, Peter pointed out the false teachers’ audacity in scoffing at the glorious ones by explaining that even the good angels in heaven, 

though far greater in power and strength than evil angels, never speak out disrespectfully against the glorious ones. 

While not even the angels would accuse Satan on their own authority, the false teachers arrogantly did so, revealing their ignorance of God and of Satan. 

Their complete irreverence in the form of immoral living (thus mocking God’s laws) and slander of the evil angels (thus flaunting their self-attested authority) would result in severe punishment.

12 But these, like natural brute beasts made to be caught and destroyed, speak evil of the things they do not understand, and will utterly perish in their own corruption, 
Saints, the false teachers arrogantly rebelled against God and spoke as though Satan’s influence meant nothing, laughing at powers they knew little about. 

All their supposed knowledge was worthless; they really understood nothing. 

Without mincing words, Peter further described these false teachers as unthinking animals, creatures of instinct. Like beasts, the false teachers would be destroyed.

13 and will receive the wages of unrighteousness, as those who count it pleasure to carouse in the daytime. They are spots and blemishes, carousing in their own deceptions while they feast with you, 

Saints, these teachers had been so obvious in their sinfulness that it was shameful that any of the believers should follow them. 

While the false teachers tried to pass themselves off as superior teachers with great knowledge, they indulged in evil pleasures in broad daylight. 

Such acts would be done under cover of darkness. These men were so arrogant, however, that they did not even attempt to cover up their behavior, making them no longer fit to be with the Christians. 

Thus the false teachers were a disgrace and a stain among them, ruining the Christians’ gatherings by their very presence. The feast may refer to part of the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 

In one of the greatest of hypocritical acts, they attended the sacred feasts designed to promote love and unity among believers, while at the same time they reveled in deceitfulness. 

These men were guilty of more than false teaching and promoting evil pleasures; they were guilty of leading others away from the truth. Destruction would be their reward.

14 having eyes full of adultery and that cannot cease from sin, beguiling unstable souls. They have a heart trained in covetous practices, and are accursed children. 

Saints, Peter had no soft words for these false teachers, no excuses for their behavior. Their sinful words and actions came from deep within; their thoughts and motives were evil.

1. They commit adultery with their eyes means that they could not look on women without lusting for them. They were turning church meetings into opportunities for sexual encounters.

2. Their lust was never satisfied because they were bound in sin, acting like brute beasts that follow instinct without any rational faculties. 

These men were in bondage to sin and to the power of Satan.

3. They made a game of luring unstable people into sin means that, like a fisherman baiting fish, the false teachers waited out their catch. 

They didn’t waste time with the strong believers, but sought out those who were not firmly grounded in the faith, or had doubts, or were “outside” the fellowship for one reason or another. 

Pretending patience and interest, they could entice these people away from the faith and into their dangerous “net.”

4. They train themselves to be greedy means that the false teachers had exercised themselves (the Greek word for “trained” is the word from which we derive “gymnasium”) in being greedy and in getting what they coveted. 

These men were really good at being greedy because, no matter how much they got, they always wanted more.

These teachers who were leading Christians away from the faith were filled with pride, immorality, sensuality, greed, lust, blasphemy, slander, and self-will. 

No wonder Peter called these men doomed and cursed. This was a common Hebrew phrase to describe those who would face certain destruction from the hand of God.

15 They have forsaken the right way and gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; 16 but he was rebuked for his iniquity: a dumb donkey speaking with a man's voice restrained the madness of the prophet. 

Saints, Peter once again looked to the Old Testament for an illustration to apply to these false teachers. They followed in the steps of another man who had led many astray. 
The Book of Numbers tells the story of Balaam who was hired by a pagan king to curse Israel. 

He did what God told him to do for a time, but eventually his evil motives and desire for money won out (Numbers 25:1-3; 31:16). 

Numbers 25:1-3
1 Then Israel remained in Acacia Grove, and the people began to commit harlotry with the women of Moab. 2 They invited the people to the sacrifices of their gods, and the people ate and bowed down to their gods. 3 So Israel was joined to Baal of Peor, and the anger of the LORD was aroused against Israel.

Saints, the false teachers were not interested in serving God; instead, they were using religion for financial gain and personal advancement (see also Jude 1:11 and commentary there).

Jude 11
Woe to them! For they have gone in the way of Cain, have run greedily in the error of Balaam for profit, and perished in the rebellion of Korah. 

Saints, Balaam claimed to do only what God told him, but the money was a strong temptation. 

Balaam probably thought that he could figure out a way to obey God, yet get the money anyway. 

On his way to see King Balak, three times Balaam’s donkey saw the angel of the Lord standing in their path, ready to kill Balaam. 

Each time, the donkey stopped and refused to go forward. Each time, Balaam beat the donkey. 
Finally, the donkey rebuked him with a human voice. Balaam obeyed God and refused to curse the Israelites. 

Like Balaam, the false teachers’ attitudes were akin to madness. Balaam at least listened to the donkey. 

The false teachers listened to no one. Like Balaam, the false teachers expected to get away with their sin, but they would receive their reward.

17 These are wells without water, clouds carried by a tempest, for whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever. 

Saints, the false teachers’ messages ended only in disappointment. Like a dried-up spring or clouds blown away, their messages were promising much but delivering nothing. 

Their fate had already been sealed in blackest darkness. The word darkness stood for the final fate of all wicked people. 

The false teachers would be forever cast from God’s light into the darkness of hell itself.

Saints, Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."
Let’s Pray!

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.” In Jesus Name!
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