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1 Peter 3:18-22 (New Century Translation)
18 Christ himself suffered for sins once. He was not guilty, but he suffered for those who are guilty to bring you to God. His body was killed, but he was made alive in the spirit. 19 And in the spirit he went and preached to the spirits in prison 20 who refused to obey God long ago in the time of Noah. God was waiting patiently for them while Noah was building the boat. Only a few people eight in all were saved by water. 

21 And that water is like baptism that now saves you—not the washing of dirt from the body, but the promise made to God from a good conscience. And this is because Jesus Christ was raised from the dead. 22 Now Jesus has gone into heaven and is at God’s right side ruling over angels, authorities, and powers.

Saints, it is difficult to comprehend the significance of our times. When we analyze contemporary conditions against history, so many things have changed exponentially, and yet we do not find things that are unordinary. Consider these changes. 

1. For thousands of years humankind never exceeded the speed of a horse (40-45 miles per hour). Now, not only do we speed down the interstate in our automobiles, but astronauts travel at 17,000 miles per hour in the space shuttle.
  

2. For thousands of years weapons of war were limited to a few war machines that could throw things, break down walls, and so forth. Most battles were hand-to-hand combat. One man could kill only one man at a time. Today one nuclear blast could kill millions instantly. 

3. Only a few years ago homosexuality was considered an anomaly and looked upon as grossly perverted. Today it is celebrated by many as something to be admired. 

4. The proliferation of Internet pornography and other media venues has caused our society to lose the ability to blush. 

5. The epidemic of illegal drug use makes the days of prohibition seem surreal. 

6. There was only one divorce in thirty at the turn of the twentieth century and now it’s one in two. Some are even predicting that marriage is becoming obsolete.
 
7. The explosion of computer technology is amazing. We find our daily lives changed by notebook computers, iPads, iPods, iPhones, GPSs, Internet, telecommunications, Facebook, Tweeter, Instagram and many other high-tech breakthroughs. 

8. Doctors are transplanting hearts, livers, and other organs. New drugs are prolonging life for many, yet new diseases are cropping up that defy medication. 

9. Innovative technology has caused traditional careers to evaporate. Employees must now plan to change their occupation two or three times in a lifetime. 

10. Over 70,000,000 (million) babies aborted just in the USA alone. Their blood would fill lake Michigan!

Saints, no generation has seen so much rapid change. Even those who do not believe in God or the Bible should wonder where we are going. 

It’s as if we are running on a cosmic treadmill and it is getting faster and faster! These things should warn us that we are living in climactic times. God is warning us. Judgment is coming.

The prophets of God are warning our country and the world that God will be changing this world of ours real soon through judgment! 
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Saints, this message will evolve around a man that God saw tremendous faith, obedience and courage to believe every Word God said He would do! That man was Noah, God’s Chosen Vessel 

1.	Noah Found Grace

Romans 9:14-19 (New Century Translation)
14 So what should we say about this? Is God unfair? In no way. 15 God said to Moses, “I will show kindness to anyone to whom I want to show kindness, and I will show mercy to anyone to whom I want to show mercy.” 



16 So God will choose the one to whom he decides to show mercy; his choice does not depend on what people want or try to do. 17 The Scripture says to the king of Egypt: “I made you king for this reason: to show my power in you so that my name will be talked about in all the earth.” 

18 So God shows mercy where he wants to show mercy, and he makes stubborn the people he wants to make stubborn.

Saints, sparkling like cut diamonds on black velvet, Noah’s righteousness shone amid the wickedness and drew the eye of God.

Genesis 6:9
"This is the genealogy of Noah. Noah was a just man, perfect in his generations. Noah walked with God."

Saints, the darker our world, the brighter God’s people shine for Him! As Noah’s generation saw the light of God’s righteousness through Noah, our generation also will see God’s righteousness in us:

Matthew 5:16
"Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven." 

Saints, Righteousness attracts the attention of God!

Proverbs 14:34-35
34 Righteousness exalts a nation, But sin is a reproach to any people. 35 The king's favor is toward a wise servant, But his wrath is against him who causes shame. 

Acts 10:34-35
34 Then Peter opened his mouth and said: "In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality. 35 But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him. 

1 John 2:28-29
28 And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming. 29 If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone who practices righteousness is born of Him. 

Saints, God loves sinners but abhors their sin and wants them to repent. God loves the righteous because they trust His grace and strive to please Him.
Saints, God provides everyone the opportunity to find His grace, which can lead them to repentance.
2 Peter 3:9
"The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance." 

2. Noah Built an Escape
Saints, the ark became the vessel of salvation from utter destruction. It took years to build such a ship with the crude tools of that day. As the project slowly took shape, Noah’s notoriety must have spread far and wide.

Saints, I assumed many of them mocked and ridiculed him for it never rained during their dispensation! 

Today Jesus is our vessel of salvation! The way they probably mocked Noah, people are mocking Christians today!

2 Peter 2:1-7
1 But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction. 2 And many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed. 

3 By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time their judgment has not been idle, and their destruction does not slumber. 4 For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment; 

5 and did not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of eight people, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly; 6 and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them to destruction, making them an example to those who afterward would live ungodly...

Saints, Noah followed God's plan to the tee!

Genesis 6:22
"Thus Noah did; according to all that God commanded him, so he did." 

Saints, Genesis 6:22 reveals the sincere and obedient nature of Noah. He persevered in his strange, difficult job until he accomplished it. Obedience is the real test of faith and the portal of God’s blessings.
Isaiah 1:19-20 (New Century Translation)
19 If you become willing and obey me, you will eat good crops from the land. 20 But if you refuse to obey and if you turn against me, you will be destroyed by your enemies’ swords.” The Lord himself said these things.

Saints, Jesus set the example by His own obedience and became the way of escape from our lost condition:

Romans 5:19
"For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man's obedience many will be made righteous."

Saints, as a “preacher of righteousness,” not only did Noah serve as a construction worker, but he also preached to anyone who would listen. 

When Noah finished his task, anyone could repent of his or her wicked lifestyle and join him and his family on board the ark that would save them from the wrath to come.

1 Corinthians 1:21
"For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe."

3. Noah Escaped God’s Judgment

Saints, God’s judgment is not for the righteous, but for sinners:




1 Thessalonians 5:9-11
9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him. 11 Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as you also are doing. 

Saints, Noah Believed God of His Warnings!

Hebrews 11:7 
By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.

Saints, when things are going well, it is difficult to imagine that everything could change in a moment of time. 

We settle quickly into worldly comforts and good times. When our sins seemingly go unpunished, we are tempted to think we can escape the promised punishment. 

The wicked society of Noah fell into this condition and mindset. Their good times prevented them from believing in impending doom. 

It is important to note that Noah recognized God’s voice because he communed with Him! Knowing what to do in difficult times comes through prayer. Failure to pray makes us deaf to God’s voice.



John 10:27-30
27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 28 And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father's hand. 30 I and My Father are one."

Saints, the fear of condemnation and godly fear reside at two opposite poles. A dreadful fear of coming judgment plagues sinners, but they continue in sin even while knowing their disobedience subjects them to God’s wrath. 

On the other hand, Christians with hearts full of love for God and their fellowman do not harbor this dreadful fear of condemnation, for their “perfect love” has cast it out, John said:

1 John 4:17-19
17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in love. 19 We love Him because He first loved us.

As we come in for a close:

Saints, Noah made sure his family would be saved! Have any of you made a difference in your sphere of influence or are you just too busy to tell people the truth that Jesus is coming soon!





2 Corinthians 5:11-15 (New Century Translation)
11 Since we know what it means to fear the Lord, we try to help people accept the truth about us. God knows what we really are, and I hope that in your hearts you know, too. 

12 We are not trying to prove ourselves to you again, but we are telling you about ourselves so you will be proud of us. Then you will have an answer for those who are proud about things that can be seen rather than what is in the heart. 13 If we are out of our minds, it is for God. If we have our right minds, it is for you. 

14 The love of Christ controls us, because we know that One died for all, so all have died. 15 Christ died for all so that those who live would not continue to live for themselves. He died for them and was raised from the dead so that they would live for him.

Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 


17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  
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Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."






Let’s Pray!          


Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.”
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