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Romans 5:9-14
9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 10 For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 

11 And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation. 

12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned-- 13(For until the law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 

14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned according to the likeness of the transgression of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come.

9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 

Saints, God made us right in his sight through the blood of Christ shed on the cross. 



1 Thessalonians 5:8-9
8 But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ… 

Saints, because God is holy, he could not accept us by simply disregarding or ignoring our sins. 

Instead, those sins had to be dealt with. And God did this through the sacrificial death of his Son. 

Isaiah 53:6
All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.

Again, this justification is God’s approval, given to us only on the basis of what Christ did. 

It is an acquittal that sets free all of us who were otherwise hopeless prisoners of sin. 

If Christ’s blood was shed on our behalf, then his blood will certainly save us from God’s judgment.

10 For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 

Saints, we were enemies because we were rebels against God. Because of Christ’s death, we were restored to friendship with God by the death of his Son. 

Because Christ’s death accomplished this, so his life—his present resurrection life—delivers us from eternal punishment and insures our salvation. 

Knowing all that God has accomplished should cause us to rejoice. 

2 Corinthians 5:16-21
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. 18 Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, 

19 that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 20 Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God. 

21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

11 And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation. 

Saints, Paul has already told his readers that they should rejoice in sharing God’s glory and in their problems.

Now he exclaims that they should rejoice in God. 




Psalm 71:23-24
23 My lips shall greatly rejoice when I sing to You, And my soul, which You have redeemed. 24 My tongue also shall talk of Your righteousness all the day long; For they are confounded, For they are brought to shame Who seek my hurt. 

Psalm 70:4
Let all those who seek You rejoice and be glad in You; And let those who love Your salvation say continually, "Let God be magnified!" 

We rejoice in God because Christ took our sins upon himself and paid the price for them with his own death, instead of punishing us with the death we deserve. 

Through faith in his work, we become his friends and are no longer enemies and outcasts.

12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned—

Saints, sin came into the world through one man. Adam sinned against God causing a domino effect: 

sin entered the entire human race, then sin brought death. Because everyone sinned, then everyone also died (Genesis 2–3).

Genesis 3:1-8
1 Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, "Has God indeed said, 'You shall not eat of every tree of the garden'?" 2 And the woman said to the serpent, "We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; 
3 but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, 'You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.' " 4 Then the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 

6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings. 

8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 
 
Saints, death is the consequence of being under the power of sin. It was not in God’s original plan for human beings to die, but it was the result when sin entered the world. 

Inevitably, the gift of life we bequeath to our children includes with it the sting of death. 

Hebrews 9:27
“And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment” 

All human beings have two characteristics in common: 

They are sinners, and they will die.

13(For until the law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 

Saints, God’s law was not given until the time of Moses, so the people who lived between Adam and Moses did not have any specific laws to obey or break. 

Romans 3:20
“Therefore no one will be justified in His sight by works of the law. For the law merely brings awareness of sin”

But sin that was in the world was the power or force that causes people to act independently of God. 

All people are under the power of sin, and all people act in rebellion against God. 

Isaiah 53:6
“All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all”

Sin was in the world from the beginning, but it came into sharp focus when the law was given.

Adam disobeyed an explicit commandment of God. 

Genesis 2:15-17
15 Then the LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and keep it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die." 
Saints, the people who lived prior to the time of Moses could not break any specific laws because there were none. 

But they still sinned, witnessed by the fact that they all died. Adam’s descendants had sinned with Adam

14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned according to the likeness of the transgression of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come.

Saints, Death is the result of Adam’s sin and ours, even if our sins don’t resemble Adam’s. 

For thousands of years, the law had not been explicitly given, and yet people died. 

The law was added to help people see their sinfulness, to show them the seriousness of their offenses, and to drive them to God for mercy and pardon. 

This was true in Moses’ day and in Paul’s day, and it is still true today. 

Sin is a deep rupture between who we are and who we were created to be. 

The law points out our sin and places the responsibility for it squarely on our shoulders, but it offers no remedy. 

The contrast between Adam and Christ is that Adam’s one act determined the character of the world; 

Hosea 6:7
But they, like Adam, have transgressed the covenant; there they were unfaithful to Me.

Romans 5:12
Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, so also death was passed on to all men, because all sinned.

Romans 5:21
so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

1 Corinthians 15:22
For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.

1 Corinthians 15:45
So it is written: "The first man Adam became a living being;" the last Adam a life-giving spirit.

Christ’s one act determined the character of eternity. In modern terminology, we could say that Adam was a flawed prototype, but Christ was the perfect original. 

Just as Adam was a representative of created humanity, so is Christ the representative of the new, spiritual humanity. 

Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!



1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."


Let’s Pray!          


Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.”
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