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Romans 7:7-12
7 What shall we say then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! On the contrary, I would not have known sin except through the law. For I would not have known covetousness unless the law had said, "You shall not covet."  8 But sin, taking opportunity by the commandment, produced in me all manner of evil desire. For apart from the law sin was dead. 

9 I was alive once without the law, but when the commandment came, sin revived and I died. 10 And the commandment, which was to bring life, I found to bring death. 11 For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it killed me. 12 Therefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy and just and good. 

7 What shall we say then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! On the contrary, I would not have known sin except through the law. For I would not have known covetousness unless the law had said, "You shall not covet."  

[bookmark: _Hlk171452286]Saints, Because the law arouses evil desires and because we have been released from the law, does that mean the law of God is evil? 

Paul again answers his own question, of course not! The law itself is not evil, but it does tell us what evil is. 

Paul uses coveting as an example—I would never have known that coveting is wrong if the law had not said, “Do not covet.”

Exodus 20:17
"You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor's."

Deuteronomy 5:21
'You shall not covet your neighbor's wife; and you shall not desire your neighbor's house, his field, his manservant, his maidservant, his ox, his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's.'

Saints, Paul deliberately chose the last commandment as an example. 

That particular commandment was unique among the laws in the Decalogue, and it obviously had a significant effect on Paul himself. 

The tenth commandment focuses entirely on our inward nature. 

Ephesians 5:3-6
3 But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be named among you, as is fitting for saints; 4 neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks. 

5 For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words…
At a superficial level, we may claim to have lived up to the first nine, but the last commandment exposes our intentions with shameful clarity. 

1 Corinthians 6:9-11
9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. 

11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God. 

8 But sin, taking opportunity by the commandment, produced in me all manner of evil desire. For apart from the law sin was dead. 

Saints, Paul claims that no sooner had he discovered that commandment than it aroused all kinds of forbidden desires within him. 

In telling him not to covet, the law had introduced Paul to the darkest desires. 

Mark 7:20-23
20 And He said, "What comes out of a man, that defiles a man. 21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 22 thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness. 23 All these evil things come from within and defile a man." 
Romans 3:20
“Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin” 

But still Paul could maintain his firm belief that God’s law itself was sinless. 

The bright light that revealed a world of filth was not itself evil for having done so. 

Without the law, sin goes unnoticed, unknown. Some sins may not even present a problem until they are prohibited.

9 I was alive once without the law, but when the commandment came, sin revived and I died. 

Saints, before we realize the seriousness of the law and of sin, we believe ourselves to be fine. 

But when we understand what the law really demands, then we also come to understand that we have broken the law, we are sinners, and we are doomed to die eternally. 

Romans 3:21-26
21 But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22 even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference; 

23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
25 whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed, 26 to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

The Law is perfect, but we are not. Therefore, the Law shows our imperfection and sin nature very clearly. 

Because the Law is perfect and we are sinful, we cannot follow the Law. Paul was once alive apart from the Law; but when the commandment was told to Paul, his sin nature became alive and he died. 

Romans 7:14-19
14 For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under sin. 15 For what I am doing, I do not understand. For what I will to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do. 16 If, then, I do what I will not to do, I agree with the law that it is good. 

17 But now, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me. 18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find. 

The reason this happens is because when we are not aware of a rule, we can't knowingly break it, and when we are told what we are not supposed to do, we suddenly want to do that thing. 

The Law is meant to bring life to us because it tells us what is holy and righteous, but sin uses what is meant for good to cause further rebellion and disconnection from God.

10 And the commandment, which was to bring life, I found to bring death. 

Saints, the commands, given to show people the way of life, instead show merely that all people have been given the death penalty. 

Galatians 3:10-11
10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse; for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things which are written in the book of the law, to do them."  11 But that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God is evident, for "the just shall live by faith."  

11 For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it killed me. 

Saints, sin fooled people by misusing the law. It is filled with false promises and deceptions:

1. Sin promises to satisfy our desires even more than the last time

2. Sin promises that our actions can be kept hidden, so no one will know

3. Sin promises that we won’t have to worry about consequences

4. Sin promises special benefits: wisdom, knowledge, and sophistication

5. Sin promises power and prestige in exchange for cooperation

In the Garden of Eden (see Genesis 3), the serpent deceived Eve by taking her focus off the freedom she had and putting it on the one restriction God had given. 

Since that time we have all been rebels.

12 Therefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy and just and good. 

Saints, although it gave him the death penalty, Paul could not speak against the law. 

The law itself is holy and right and good because it reflects the character and will of God himself, who is holy. 
The commandments define sin but are not sin. The purpose of the law is to teach us right from wrong, to give us guidelines, and to show sin for what it is. 

The law helps us live for God, but it cannot save us. 

If the law causes so much difficulty, what useful purpose does it serve? 

1. It is a revelation of the nature, character, and will of God 

2. Its ethical components were incorporated in Christ’s teaching

3. It teaches us about sin 

4. It demolishes self-righteousness

Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 



53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

Let’s Pray!          

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peac
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