A Spirit of Excellence 
by Pastor Fee Soliven
Daniel 6:1-5
Sunday Morning
August 25, 2024

Daniel 6:1-5
1 It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom one hundred and twenty satraps, to be over the whole kingdom; 2 and over these, three governors, of whom Daniel was one, that the satraps might give account to them, so that the king would suffer no loss. 3 Then this Daniel distinguished himself above the governors and satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king gave thought to setting him over the whole realm. 

4 So the governors and satraps sought to find some charge against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they could find no charge or fault, because he was faithful; nor was there any error or fault found in him. 5 Then these men said, "We shall not find any charge against this Daniel unless we find it against him concerning the law of his God." 

Saints, Excellence is the quality of excelling, of being the very best at something. Human beings have an intrinsic desire to see excellence. 

In every people group across the world, excellence is prized and rewarded. 

Whether it is a tribe celebrating excellence in hunting or a Wall Street accountant promoted because of his excellence in finance, our appreciation of excellence comes from our Creator. 
To be made in God’s image means that He imparted some of His character qualities to us. 

Genesis 1:27
So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 

Saints, we crave justice because He is just. 

Psalm 9:16
The LORD is known by the judgment He executes; The wicked is snared in the work of his own hands

We love because He is love. 

1 John 4:16
And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him. 

And we strive for excellence because He is excellent in everything He does.

Deuteronomy 32:4
He is the Rock, His work is perfect; For all His ways are justice, A God of truth and without injustice; Righteous and upright is He. 

Saints, many things get in the way of human excellence, including apathy, carelessness, and laziness. 

Our sinful nature is that part of us that is unlike God and is in fact in opposition to God and His excellence. 

Saints, we are all born sinners, and that sin manifests itself in a thousand ways. 

We are good at cutting corners, we shirk, we settle for second best or third or fourth best if the effort to achieve excellence, is more than we’re willing to give. 

God’s cure for our careless ways is to remind us that He is our ultimate judge. 

We must answer to Jesus for how we spend our time, our resources, our energy and how we entreat one another! .

Matthew 12:36-37
36 But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment. 37 For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned."

1 Corinthians 3:13-15
13 each one's work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one's work, of what sort it is. 14 If anyone's work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone's work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.

Saints, striving for excellence should be a part of all we do: 

Colossians 3:22-24
23 And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ. partiality. 

Saints, being aware that it is Christ Himself we are serving, we don’t want to present Him with anything but excellence. 

Whether it is sweeping streets or running a country, we should strive for excellence in our work ethic, in character, and in craftsmanship. 

No one is good at everything, but we’re all good at something. God expects us to develop the skills and gifts He’s given us in order to serve Him and others better. 

Paul addressed the subject of excellence in: 

Romans 12:6-8
6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; 7 or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; 8 he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. 

Saints, in other words, find your gifts and use them with excellence.

Joseph is an example of a young man who did his best at everything he was given to do. 

Even when Joseph was unjustly imprisoned, he was able to impress the warden with his excellent character and work ethic. 




Genesis 39:1-3
1 Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. And Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him down there. 2 The LORD was with Joseph, and he was a successful man; and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian. 3 And his master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD made all he did to prosper in his hand.

Genesis 39:20-23
20 Then Joseph's master took him and put him into the prison, a place where the king's prisoners were confined. And he was there in the prison. 21 But the LORD was with Joseph and showed him mercy, and He gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison. 

22 And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph's hand all the prisoners who were in the prison; whatever they did there, it was his doing. 23 The keeper of the prison did not look into anything that was under Joseph's authority, because the LORD was with him; and whatever he did, the LORD made it prosper. 

Saints, because of his commitment to excellence and God’s hand upon him, Joseph rose to power in a nation that had once enslaved him.

Saints, God does not promise to bless and help the lazy; rather, He has words to prod them to action. 

Proverbs 6:6-11
6 Go to the ant, you sluggard! Consider her ways and be wise, 7 Which, having no captain, Overseer or ruler, 8 Provides her supplies in the summer, And gathers her food in the harvest. 
9 How long will you slumber, O sluggard? When will you rise from your sleep? 10 A little sleep, a little slumber, A little folding of the hands to sleep--11 So shall your poverty come on you like a prowler, And your need like an armed man. 

Proverbs 10:1-2
1 The Proverbs of Solomon: A wise son makes a glad father, But a foolish son is the grief of his mother. 2 Treasures of wickedness profit nothing, But righteousness delivers from death. 

But Saints, God is pleased with the diligent.
 
Proverbs 10:3-4
3 The LORD will not allow the righteous soul to famish, But He casts away the desire of the wicked. 4 He who has a slack hand becomes poor, But the hand of the diligent makes rich.

Proverbs 13:4
The soul of a lazy man desires, and has nothing; But the soul of the diligent shall be made rich. 

Saints, since God gives us His best in every way, we owe it to our Creator Jesus to pursue excellence in everything He’s given us to do.

Ecclesiastes 9:10
Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might; for there is no work or device or knowledge or wisdom in the grave where you are going. 

Saints, God’s Word has given us the key components to walk with an Excellent Spirit! 

Philippians 4:8
Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.

Colossians 3:23
Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men,

Titus 2:7
Show yourself in all respects to be a model of good works, and in your teaching show integrity, dignity,

2 Corinthians 8:7
But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you—see that you excel in this act of grace also.

Philippians 1:9-10
And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ,

Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."
Let’s Pray!          

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace!
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