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Romans 8:15-23
15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father." 16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs--heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together. 

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 19 For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; 

21 because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now. 23 Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body. 

15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father." 

Saints, this slavery to fear most likely refers to life under the law, obedience that was concerned for scrupulous exactness with a constant fear of failure. 

Paul implies that believers are not to be like slaves who cower in fear before their master. Instead, we are adopted children who can call God our Father. 

Romans 11:17-19
17 And if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive tree, were grafted in among them, and with them became a partaker of the root and fatness of the olive tree, 18 do not boast against the branches. But if you do boast, remember that you do not support the root, but the root supports you. 19 You will say then, "Branches were broken off that I might be grafted in."

We can know this is true because the Holy Spirit within tells us it is so. The Holy Spirit not only adopts us as God’s children, but he also assures us of our family status. 

Galatians 4:6-7
6 And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, "Abba, Father!" 7 Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ. 

The Spirit within changes our obedience to God from slavery to a relationship where God is both our Master and our loving Father. 

16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 

Saints, the Scriptures indicate that believers can expect inward confirmation of the faith by the Spirit. 

Ephesians 1:13-14
13 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory. 

Our very capacity and desire to approach God as our Father is itself evidence of the Spirit’s witness with our spirit that we are children of God. 

We are motivated by the Spirit.

17 and if children, then heirs--heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together. 

Saints, the Jews were convinced that they were the Lord’s inheritance, and that as such they would inherit the Promised Land. Paul explains that God’s promise includes all who believe in Christ—both Jews and Gentiles. 

Because we are God’s children, we are his heirs and will share his treasures. 

Galatians 4:7
Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ. 


The Jews thought this was to be the Promised Land—instead, it is another “land,” God’s Kingdom.

We are God’s children only because of Christ’s suffering on our behalf. 

Galatians 3:28-29
28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

As believers, therefore, if we are to share his glory, we must also share his suffering. 

We will enjoy our future inheritance if our relationship with Christ is genuine enough so that we will face suffering for his sake.

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 

Saints, in verse 17, Paul stated that believers will share in Christ’s sufferings. 

He completes that thought with this verse, concluding that the sufferings we now face are nothing compared to the glory he will give us later. 

The present suffering is temporary, while the future glory is eternal. Paul had written to the Corinthians, “For our present troubles are quite small and won’t last very long. 

2 Corinthians 4:16-18
16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. 17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 

18 while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal. 

Yet they produce for us an immeasurably great glory that will last forever!”  

Suffering is part of the process of sharing in Christ’s death; it will culminate in sharing his glory.

19 For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God. 

Saints, human beings and the rest of creation presently face suffering, and both will be glorified in the future. 

When Adam sinned, God sentenced all of creation. 

Genesis 3:17
Then to Adam He said, "Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, 'You shall not eat of it': "Cursed is the ground for your sake; In toil you shall eat of it All the days of your life.

Since then, the world has suffered decay and pollution, largely because people have forgotten or ignored their responsibilities as stewards of the earth. 
The created order functions in spite of its flaws. But diseases, deformities, and suffering constantly remind us that all is not right with us or with the world. 

All creation is waiting eagerly for that future day when God will reveal who his children really are. 

This will occur at the second coming of Christ when he returns for his people. 

The entire universe is looking forward to the conclusion of God’s plan.

20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; 

Saints, when Adam sinned, everything on earth was subjected to God’s curse; that is, to futility, change, and decay. 

Creation is cursed because it is unable to attain the purposes for which it was made. 

The perfect order in the world was marred by sin; therefore, fallen people had to live in a fallen world. 

Yet all creation anticipates the day when it will join God’s children in glorious freedom from death and decay. 

Revelation 22 describes the future removal of the curse from the earth.



Revelation 22:1-5
1 And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2 In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 

3 And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. 4 They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads. 5 There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever. 

21 because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.

Saints, Adam and Eve were the first polluters of the environment when they sinned. 

Their act of rebellion affected the entire world. It has taken many centuries to realize the interrelatedness of this global village, but the Bible begins with that assumption. 

Having the same Creator links us with the rest of the created order. 

But as much as we do personally and corporately to clean up and care for the environment, we must realize that creation will require the same kind of transformation that we require in order to be set straight again.

22 For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now. 

Saints, Paul pictures the fallen creation as groaning as in the pains of childbirth. 

Consider earthquakes, floods, fire, drought, famine—these are surely not what creation was meant to be, but sin and evil now rule. 

Just as the pains of childbirth end at the birth of the child, so the groaning and pain of the creation will end at the birth of the new earth. 

Creation groans and longs for its release and transformation into the new heaven and new earth. 

We Christians also groan to be released from pain and suffering, longing for our own release from the cycle of sin and decay (8:23). 

23 Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body.

Saints, we long for redemption when God will give us our full rights as his children, including the new bodies he has promised us. 

In this process we are not alone, for the Holy Spirit groans with us, expressing our unutterable longing to God and giving us a foretaste of future glory. 

But until the time of our release and redemption, we must groan, wait, and hope.
Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  
Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

Let’s Pray!          

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace!
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